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This report for last year which has just been|the Chief Veterinary Officer 
published shows some improvement in the organi-| examine the following possibilit 


sation of the department, but not much progress in 
the control of scheduled diseases. 


sane is disappointing to find an increase 
isease, but a little satisfaction may be felt at the 
statement that the increase was not general but contined 
chietly to districts. Discussing the method of spread, 
says it is necessary to 
ies : 
(1) That swine-fever may exist for a long time in so 
mild a form that it escapes observation. . 


There is now an established veterinary staff (2) That the existence of disease is being concealed. 


consisting, in addition to a Chief and an Assistant 
Veterinary Officer, of a Superintending Veterinary 
Inspector, and ten Veterinary Inspectors. These 
officers devote their whole time to the work of the 
Board, and before appointment have to pass an 
examination held by the Civil Service Commis- 
sioners on 
1.—Pathology and Bacteriology. 
2—The Acts and Orders concerning Diseases of 
Animals. 


Rabies.—This disease has not been seen in Great 
Britain since 1902, but 72 suspected cases were reported 
in 1906—not one was confirmed. 

Epizootic Lymphangitis.—This much feared disease 
has apparently been suppressed, no case having been de- 
tected during the last eight months of 1906. This is 
unexpectedly satisfactory. 

Glanders showed a slight decrease, but this has not 
been maintained. Mr. Stockman says :—‘ The position, 
however, is practically unchanged, and little or no 
advance can be expected in dealing with glanders until 
it will be possible to apply the mallein test, to contacts 
in all outbreaks. The j= Aare Secretary’s report tells 
that the Treasury has finally refused any aid towards 
the large amount which is requisite to pay fair compen- 
sation on the slaughter of reacters, and adds :—‘ It 
seems clear that the opportunity should not be lost of 
taking a step forward in the direction of the complete 
eradication of this disease, ard although such action may 
result for the moment in a somewhat heavy charge upon 
local rates, the successful issne of such a policy would 
tend in the end to a substantial economy.” With this 
we must all agree, and taken in conjunction with the 
recent conference of Local Authorities we shall pro- 
bably be right in expecting a new Glanders Order with 
uniform and compulsory regulations for the whole King- 
dom, power to use mallein, and to detain reacters. 

Anthrax prevails to about the same extent as In pre- 
vious years. From the Chief Veterinary Officer's report 
we gather that each outbreak is receiving special notice, 
and that the most careful attention is given to the origin 
and prevalence of the disease. How anthrax is spread 
is a most difficult question to answer. There are of 
course infected farms, but even un these it is impossible 
to say in many cases whether an outbreak is due to local 
infection or to extraneous infection from foods or 
materials brought on to the place. Preventive inocula- 
tion is discussed but not advised. “ It will be obvious 
that on farms registering only one death annually it will 
hardly be called for, and that it would be folly to adopt 
it on clean farms.” 


(3) That the common methods of post-mortew diagnosis 
are faulty, and result in premises being freed al- 
though disease really exists thereon. 

(4) That some indirect method of infection of which we 
have no knowledge is in operation.” 

As regards (1) Mr. Stockman thinks an aftirmative 
answer must be given, and we venture to suggest that 
the practice of not killing the in-contact pigs in every 
outbreak must be a most dangerous practice. 

With reference to (2) every one knows that conceal- 
ment does take place, and we reprint this week two 
prosecutions which illustrate one of the Board’s greatest 
difficulties. 

As regards (3) the report shows how dangerous it is to 
conclude that no disease exists when no diphtheritie or 
ulcerative lesions are found. Mr. Stockman advises that 
in any outbreak of disease among swine grave suspicion 
should be aroused by a post-mortem disclosing enzootic 
pneumonia accompanied by enteritis, or intestinal con- 
gestion. 

As to the possibility suggested in (4) the Chief Veteri- 
nary Officer makes no more definite statement than that 
there are outbreaks, the origin of which cannot be recon- 
ciled with any ordinary explanation, and further inquiry 
is desirable. 

We shall refer to this report again next week. 


Tue Prymourn Meat Surpry. 
Some time ago the Western Counties V.M.A., when 
meeting at Plymouth, passed a resolution regarding 
public abattoirs and cualitied inspection of meat-pro- 
ducing animals before and after slanghter, which was 
forwarded to the Plymouth Corporation and many other 
bodies. Somehow this was construed as a_ reflection 
upon the meat supply of Plymouth in particular, and 
the Corporation thereupon communicated with the 
V.M.A.. and referred the correspondence to the M.O.H.. 
Dr. Williams. To-day we print extracts from that gen- 
tleman’s report, which should allay all unpleasant feeling. 
He accepts the explanation that the resolution was 
applied to the country in general, without special refer- 
ence to Plymouth, and further points out that the Cor- 
poration, the V.M.A., and himself are in full accord 
concerning the principles involved in it. We are not 
quite sure that Dr. Williams’ definition of “ qualified 
inspection” would absolutely coincide with ours, and 
we notice that, while suggesting the requirement of 
veterinary certificates for “ questionable careases,” he 
excludes those slaughtered in the municipal abattoir, 
where no veterinarian is employed. With other of his 
recommendations, however, we agree—and it is certainly 


satisfactory to know that a serious misunderstanding 
has been cleared up. 
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ODONTOMES IN HORSE AND OX.® 


By Josepn A. Woops, L.D.S. Eng., Lecturer in 
Dental Anatomy (Human and Comparative), 
Lecturer in Dental Histology the University of 
Liverpool. 


The specimens here exhibited and described are 
from the Museum of Comparative Pathology of the 
University of Liverpool, aud are kindly lent by 
Professors Owen Williams and Annett; who also 
gave me leave to cut sections of the specimens, as 
previously no histological examination of them had 
been made. 

The first case is that of an odontome from the 
left maxilla ofa horse, and the history of the case 
is given in Professor Owen William’s words, as 
follows 

“The subject which had the odontome was an 
old cart horse. Fora year or more he had suffered 
from slight catarrh from the nostril on the affected 
side, but as it did not interfere with his condition 
or his feeding, he was placed under veterinary 
observation. 

“ Latterly, however, he began to lose condition —- 
the discharge increased, and he had some difficulty 
in mastication. On examination, the second and 
third left maxillary molar teeth were found tender. 
On percussion of the superior maxillary sinus, 
dullness was obtained and was supposed to be due 
to an accumulation of pus in that cavity, and 
which bad probably become inspissated. There 
was no external swelling or bulging of the bone— 
nor softening of it in that region. The horse was 
cast andan attempt made to trephine into the sinus, 
but after breaking a trephine, and not being able to 
remove a portion of bone, I desisted. In a few 
days I tried again, but could not get into the sinus 
nor into the base of the teeth. The horse was 
allowed to rise and was taken to his stable. 

“The irritation of the operation caused a perios- 
titis in the neighbourhood of the operation, the 
patient was much ‘fevered,’ rapidly lost condition, 
did not feed, and as he was not of much value and 
in considerable pain, he was destroyed.” 

On examination of the left upper maxilla after 
death, a large, hard, irregularly shaped body was 
found occupying the former position of the maxil- 
lary sinus and extending over the alveolar plate of 
of the second and third molars, it measured 6 by 44 
by 43 inches, and weighed approximately, 2lbs 5ozs. 
It had considerably encroached upon the nasal pas- 
sages, and had bulged the outer wall of the antrum. 
The surfaces were irregular and lobulated in places, 
while on the inner one the impress of blood vessels 
was clearly seen, many of the grooves leading to 
foramina penetrating into the tissue. 

Sections were cut from various portions of the 
mass, both near to the surface and in the centre: 
exceedingly vascular cementum was found approxi- 
mating in many places to the more regular struc- 
ture of hard bone, no trace could anywhere be seen 


* Read before the Liverpool District Odontological 
Society, January 15th, 1907, and published in The Dental 
Record. 


of either enamel or dentine, the whole mass seem- 
ing to be composed of cementum. While, there- 
fore, the macroscopfe appearances would have led 
one to classify the:growth as a composite odontome, 
the histological examination reveals the fact that 
itis really a cementoma; being due to an aberra- 
tion of the dental follicle in development. 

The second specimen is a radicular cementoma 
connected with the second left maxillary molar of a 
horse. 

There was no history in this case, and the tooth 
is normal, except that on the buccal surface two 
nodules are seen, the upper one is small—about the 
size of a pea—while the lower one is much larger, 
being about the size of a wainut. 

Histologically they consist of cementum which 
is quite normal, the lacune are fairly small and 
blood vessels may be seen in places. 

The third specimen consists of an upper molar of 
a horse, the exposed portion of which is quite 
normal, but the buried portion is malformed, giving 
it the appearance of having grown round and en- 
closed another tooth germ: this, however, has not 
taken place. 

It is a general hypertrophy of portions of the 
germ; some of the “plates” or foldings in this 
very complex molar have grown out of proportion 
to the others, with the result seen. 

No histological examination was made in this case. 

The fourth specimen is an odontome associated 
with an inferior incisor of an ox. No history is 
given of the case. The general outline of the 
normal tooth may be traced and the root portion is 
quite unaffected, but almost the whole of the crown 
is embedded in a mass of cementum, which is con- 
tinuous with that of the root in one portion, but 
elsewhere has a sharp boundary at the cervix. 

A transverse section through the crown was 
made. A normal tooth was disclosed, and sur- 
rounded on all sides by highly vascular cementum, 
the thickest portion on the anterior surface being 
7/16th of an inch through. 


[We are indebted to the publishers of The Dental Reeord 
for the use of the blocks illustrating this paper. ] 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


An ArypicaAL Form oF PIROPLASMOSIS. 

Kowalewski has described a peculiar atypical 
form of piroplasmosis, which was observed in June, 
July, August, and September of last year among 
cattle quarantined at Tanschkent, in Russian Cen- 
tral Asia. The symptoms are summarised as fol- 
lows :—Apathetic appearance of the animals, loss 
of appetite, and flow of tears, the conjunctiva being 
icterisch, inflamed, and often purulent. Tempera- 
ture 40-42C. Pulse 80 to 120 per minute, usually 
scarcely perceptible. Respirations accelerated—20 
to 35 per minute. A short, dry cough is often 
observed. The animals move slowly, with a stag- 
gering gait, and move rarely; paralysis and loss of 
sensation in the hind-quarters and hind-limbs 1s 
seen. 
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SPECIMEN I. 


SPECIMEN ITI. 


Abnormal upper molar of a horse. 
Inner or lingual view. 


First Case.—Part of the left superior maxilla of a horse viewed from the 
inner side. The external nasal wall has been removed, showing inner 
surface of odontome, 


SPECIMEN II. 
SPECIMEN IV. 


Odontome, incisor of an ox (slightly enlarged). 
Crown of the tooth may be seen embedded 
and almost completely covered by mass of 
cementum, which is continuous with cement- 
um of the root in one portion, but elsewhere 
has a sharp boundary line at the cervix. 


Left superior maxilla of a horse showing a cementoma on the outer surface 
of the second molar. 


To Illustrate Mr. Wood’s Paper. 
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Specimen I.—l inch. Cem 
n I. entoma from left maxill 
a of a horse. ine 
Very cementum running somewhat parallel to one another C 
acuns very numerous but small and fairly regular : ‘entral portion more highly magnified, 


SPECIMEN IV.—4 inch. Cementum incisor of an ox. 
Section cut near anterior surface. Very vascular cementum. 


Specimen II.—1 inch. Radicular Cementoma, second left 

Specimen I1.—4 inch. Same section, 
maxillary molar of a horse. Consists of vascular cementum, Srecoms 1 eee ats section, under slightly 
lacune rather small but numerous, ploodvessels plentiful but 

no ‘‘ Haversian Systems.’’ 


To Illustrate Mr. Wood’s Paper. 
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In some cases great excitement is manifest, the 
beasts attacking and pursuing men. 

Constipation is usually present at the beginning 
of the illness, the dung being dry and covered with 
mucus, but diarrhoea soon sets in. In this the 
evacuations have a bilious character at first 
(diarrhée billiaire), afterwards becoming tarry in 
appearance and foul smelling. Pressure on’ the 
region of the kidneys causes pain. In most cases 
the urine is clear, and is described by the author 
as being of the colour of a certain foreign “ white 
wine. 

The course of the disease is very acute, and the 
mortality amounts to 70 per cent. Death takes 
place usually in two days—sometimes, though very 
seldom, in one day. 

During recovery, periodically appearing spasms of 
the muscles of the neck are noticed. 

The post-mortem appearances, which were stud- 
ied in 200 carcases, are thus summarised :—The 
mucous membrane of the nasal cavity is hyperemic, 
and covered in places with masses of muco-purulent 
matter. The eyes are sunken, the eyelids swollen 
and hyperemic, and the conjunctival sacs contain a 
muco-purulent discharge. There is an outflow of 
foamy, thick saliva from the cavity of the mouth. 
On the under lip—exceptionally on the upper one 
also—we see a varying numberof deeply penetrating 
defects of the mucous membrane, from the size of a 
millet seed to that of a barley grain. These 
“erosions” as the author terms them, are red, have 
irregular boundaries, and originate from shining 
nodules lying superficially on the mucous mem- 
brane. Sometimes the erosions are covered with a 
pap-like, yellowish-white mass; in rarer cases the 
mucous membrane of the lips and palate is also 
wholly or partially covered by a similar yellowish- 
grey mass, which is easily peeled off, and under 
_ which erosions are to be found. The mucous mem- 
brane of the upper third of the cesophagus presents 
similar appearances. On the under and lateral sur- 
faces of the tongue we find single, scattered, super- 
ficial erosions. The mucous membrane of the base 
of the tongue is usually diffusely hyperemic and 
covered with a thick layer of yellowish- white, muco- 
purulent fluid, after removal of which bright-red 
erosions, some round, some oblong or oval, appear. 
There are hemorrhages upon the peritoneum and 
omentum. The mucous membrane of the rennet 
bag is very hyperemic ; comparatively seldom in its 
cardiac portion, we meet round ulcers (true 
“ erosions’) which lie on the surface of hemorrhagic 
areas, and for that reason appear surrounded by a 
dark ring. 

The contents of the intestine are often bloody ; 
its mucous membrane is very hyperemic, and the 
solitary glands and Peyer's patches are swollen and 
covered with a layer of pus or with hemorrhages. 
The liver shows fatty degeneration, is fragile, and 
ochre-coloured ; more rarely there are hamorrages 
under the liver capsule. The gall-bladder is almost 
always very distended; its mucous membrane 1s 
covered with little, round, greenish-yellow spots, on 
some of which are erosions. The gall is either 
dark or light-coloured—ochre-coloured, not un- 


commonly it has the consistence of a thick pap. 
The spleen 1s mostly swollen, the pulp softened and 
partially disintegrating; less commonly we find 
hemorrhages under the spleen-capsule. The tissue 
of the kidneys is hyperemic; more rarely it is 
penetrated by hemorrhages. The bladder is gener- 
ally very full; its mucous membrane shows hyper- 
emia, hemorrhages in parts, and, in exceptional 
cases, ulcers. The urine is usually clear—in rare 
cases, it is bloody. The lungs are hyperemic, 
often cedematous, and under the pulmonary pleura 
there are round and streaky extravasations of 
blood. 

The heart-musele is usually fragile, and affected 
with fatty degeneration ; occasionally it is pene- 
trated by small dark extravasations. We see punc- 
tiform hemorrhages on the endocardium. The 
blood is half coagulated or quite fluid, and dark in 
colour. 

Microscopic examination of the blood yielded the 
diagnosis of piroplasmosis. Ticks, also (Ixodus 
bovis) were frequently found in the most diverse 
parts of the bodies of the cattle. 

From the above post-mortem results, the author 
deduces a complication of piroplasmosis with 
rinderpest. 

With regard to differential diagnosis, he empha- 
sises the following points :— 

(1) The epithelium surrounding erosions and , 
nodules on the under lip is firmer than in 
rinderpest, and is not so easily scraped off as is 
the case in that disease. 

(2) The nodules are firmer in piroplasmosis than 
in rinderpest. In piroplasmosis, they are a 
glistening white, stand isolated, and are not 
covered by a cheesy mass, as one observes in 
rinderpest. 

(3) Cases of piroplasmosis are observed in which 
no nodules whatever are present, but only 
numerous small erosions. 

(4) Enlargement and softening of the spleen which 
only occurs in exceptional cases in rinderpest, 
(5) Very characteristic ochre-coloured tinting of 

the liver. 

(6) Hemorrhagic processes in the kidneys, and 

(7) In isolated cases bloody urine. 

-(Zeitschrift fiir Wissenshaftliche und Practische 
Vétérindrmedicin (Dorpat). 

W. R. C. 


LINCOLNSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 
A ting was held at the Angel Hotel, Peterborough, 
on Fone Jone 13th, Mr. T. W. Turner, M.R.C.V.S., 


of Sleaford, the President. took the chair. There were 
also present Messrs. H. H. Truman, March ; J. Mackin- 


der and J. W. Gresswell, Peterborough ; R. Bett, Benni- 
worth; F. L. Gooch, Stamford; J. H. Poles, Whittlesea ; 
C. W. Townsend, Long Stanton ; R. W. Knowles, Wis- 
bech; G. Lockwood, Peterborough, hon. see, and 
treasurer. 

Letters of apology and regret for inability to attend 


were received from Professor Axe, Messrs. Mason, Lang, 
. 
A. Johns, Rudkin, Howse, Clarke, Hartley, Taylor, 


Bindloss, and Grasby. 


| 
; 
| 
4 
he 
| 


830 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


June 22, 1907 


Mr. Henry Howse sent in his resignation of member- 
ship, but on the proposition of Mr. Gooch, seconded by 
Mr. Gresswell, it was decided to ask him to reconsider 
his decision. 

Mr. GresswELL said Mr. Howse and Capt. Russell 
were the founders of the Association. 

Mr. Goocu: Ye:, and Mr. Carless was the first secre- 
tary. 

Mr. T. Hicks, M.R.C.V.S., of Metheringham, proposed 
at the last meeting, was unanimously elected a member. 

Mr. E. W. Parks, of Wellingborough, was proposed by 
Mr. Townsend as a member. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By T. W. Turner, M.R.C.V.S., Sleaford. 


Gentlemen,—In the first place I must heartily thank 
ou for the honour you have conferred upon me in elect- 
ing me your President for the ensuing year. It will be 
my earnest endeavour to carry out the duties of the 
chair in an efficient manner with the help of our vice- 
presidents and honorary secretary. 

It is the duty of the President in his address to givea 
general survey of progress of the Association. As tothe 
numerical strength of our Association I should like to 
see many more of the practitioners in the County become 
members, and not only become members, but attend the 
meetings in much larger numbers than they do at pre- 
sent, and to bring forward any interesting cases they 
may have come in contact with in their every day 
practice. 

In reference to Parliamentary Representation, I for 


. one would welcome the time when we could see one of 


our profession sitting in the House of Commons, but 
one great difficulty is to find anyone with sufficient time 
and money at their disposal to come forward, and 
another is to find a district for him to represent. If it 
could be done he could look after our interests when any 
laws affecting contagious and infectious diseases were 
brought up for discussion. 

The appointment by Borough and Urban Councils of 
Inspectors of Dairies, Cowsheds, Milkshops, Slaughter- 
houses and Meat I think ought to be in the hands of 
qualified veterinary surgeons, men who have been train- 
ed in the study of animal diseases. In mentioning this 
subject I am pleased to see that in some few places 
veterinary surgeons have been appointed, and I venture 
to think that, as the public find the veterinary surgeon 
of to-day is fully qualified to fill those positions, in the 
near future you will find that more of them are held by 
members of our profession. 

As regards Major Butler’s proposition as to a registra- 
tion fee of say one guinea a year, if it became law it 
would certainly help to keep the Register of the R.C.V.S. 
complete, but it would be rather hard on the recently 
qualified man who is only acting as an assistant. 

Regarding the compulsory notification of all “sche- 
duled diseases ” under the Contagious Diseases (Animals) 
Act. It is my firm opinion that if a practitioner detects 
any contagious or infectious disease amongst his clients 
animals, and if he has to report it to the Board of Agri- 
culture, then he onght to havea fee paid him for the 
same. The practitioner so reporting to the Board 
should be employed to carry out any restrictions that 
the Board may enforce, and be adequately remunerated 
for his services. 

On Thursday last, Mr. F. W. Garnett, M.R.C.V.S., 
bronght before the members of the Central V.M.A. “A 
Forecast for a new Veterinary Surgeons Act.” Mr. 
Garnett must have been at great trouble and have 
spent much valuable time in going through all the old 
Acts and Charters from 1844 to 1900, to find out where 
they have been lacking, andin giving some idea of how 
they mav be remedied to the benefit of the profession at 
large. There is noneed for me to say any more on this 


subject as no doubt you have all seen the report in The 
Veterinary Record of 8th inst. 

In conclusion I must again thank you for the honour 
you have conferred upon me by appointing me Presi- 
dent for the ensuing year, and I hope that I shall be 
able to carry out the duties of the office in an able and 
courteous manner. (Applause.) 


Mr. GRESSWELL proposed a vote of thanks to the 
President for his address. He hoped the members 
would rally round and support him, and that they would 
have larger attendances at their meetings. 

Mr. Goocn seconded. They were glad to have Mr. 
Turner as their President ; he had worked very hard in 
the position of Secretary for many, many years, and it 
was only right that they should have conferred upon him 
the highest honour they had at their disposal, by elect- 
ing him as their President. (Hear, hear.) 

The resolution was cordially adopted, and the Presi- 
dent, in briefly replying, said he would be pleased to do 
anything he could for the interests of the Association. 


SOME PARASITES COMMONLY FOUND IN 
THE INTESTINES OF EQUINES. 


By C. W. Townsenp, M.R.C.V.S. 


The subject I wish to call youi attention to this after- 
noon is one which I consider of special importance and 
interest to the members of our Association, for the 
majority of us being country practitioners it should 
appeal to us in many ways ; at the same time it should 
afford us ample means for discussior, for perhaps of the 
many equine ailments we are called upon to treat during 
the winter and spring months this is one of the com- 
monest. 

I rather think that the subject of equine parasitology 
has been somewhat neglected during the past few years 
and its progress, as compared with some other diseases 
might have been a little more rapid. I hope, therefore, 
diseases, by exchanging ideas not only to add greatly to 
my present knowledge, bunt also to arouse a little more 
enthusiasm for this subject in the future. Although 
we are constantly reading most interesting papers in our 
weekly journals, we seldom find one written upon this 
subject, and these are my chief reasons for choosing it 
this afternoon. 

As the heading of wy paper indicates, it is not my 
intention to write a long illustrative account of all the 
parasites which we find in the intestines of the horse, 
for time will not permit me to do this, but 1 am simply 
going to touch upon those which I consider the most 
important and merely mention a few of the others. 

The parasites which are commonly found in the 
intestine of equines are: (a) Ascaris Megalocephala, (+) 
Oxyuris Curvula, (¢) Strongylus Armatus, (d) Strongy- 
lus Tetracanthum ; these belong to the class called 
Nematode or round worms: we also find, though not 
so commonly the following Tape worms: (a) Tenia 
Perfoliata, (4) Tzenia Plicata, (c) Tenia Mamilana. 

Ascaris Megalocephala. It is unnecessary for me to 
describe the appearance of this worm in detail, for per- 
haps of those just mentioned this is the commonest, 
indeed we seldom make a post-mortem examination on 
young horses without finding some of these in the intes- 
tine. Their growth and development must be very 
rapid, since we often find them in animals under three 
months old. In the intestine they usually occupy the 
small bowel, but they may be found in almost any 
part of the alimentary canal, being unarmed they seldoui 
give rise to any dangerous symptom, and consequently 
their expulsion does not give us much tronble, but if in 
large numbers they may produce anemia and even 
death, this being due to obstruction and consequently 
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rupture of the bowel wall. In my opinion many cases 
of colic and digestive troubles in young horses may be 
assigned to their presence, for I have frequently 
noticed after treating such cases we find lots of ~ aed 
parasites in the faces. 
Oxyuris Curvula. Also known as the Maw worm 
and Leaf worm in man, greyish or greyish-white in 
colour, mouth supports three rounded lips, female is 
easily recognised by its long tail which is often half the 
length of the body ; the male, which is very rare, has 


no tail. This worm inhabits principally the posterior | 


rtion of the alimentary canal—small colon and rectum 
ike other equine parasites it is oviporous, frequently 
depositing its ova on the verge of the anus, in which 
case they are often +een giving it a yellow powdery ap- 
pearance. The irritation produced by these parasites 
often cause the affected animals to rub their tails 
against the stable partition, ete., consequently animals 
thus affected are often devoid of hair on the back of 
their tails. 

Sclerostomum Armatum: Sclerostomum Tetracan- 
thum. I consider these two parasites the most import- 
ant of those found in the alimentary canal of horses, 


and it is to these [ intend to particularly draw your | 


attention, for the losses produced by them year by year 
in certain districts is often enormous. 

Sclerostomum Tetracanthum most commonly inhabits 
the cecum and large colon ; when fully grown it is from 
4 to 1 inch in length, red in colour, particularly the en- 
cysted ones, which are generally of a deeper red than 
those found in the lumen of the intestine. Females are 
more numerous and larger than the males. The mouth 
is circular, and, as the name snggests, is provided with 
acrown of triangular teeth, which is succeeded by a 
buccal capsule cylindric :] in shape, and it is this arrange- 
ment that enables it to bore and penetrate the intes- 
tinal wall. The tail of the female terminates in a point, 
the vulva being posteriorly placed near the anns, 
whilst that of the male terminates in a candal ponch. 

Sclerostomum Armatum. This is easily distinguished 
from the preceding worm, being from 1 to 2 inches long 
when fully grown, but those found in the blood vessels 
seldom exceed half this length. They are whitish or 
greyish-white in colour, anterior extremity often red : 
unlike the preceding, its body is straight and _ rigid, 
hence often called the Palisade worm. Like the 8. 
Tetracanthum its anterior extremity is adapted for bor- 
ing. It may be found in almost any part of the body—- 
sometimes in most unusual positions, viz., testicle, eye, 
peritoneum, etc. In the alimentary canal it most 
commonly inhabits tlie large colon and cxecum, in which 
situations we generally find it associated with the 
S. Tetracanthum, but it is the changes which it pro- 
duces in the arteries to which it owes its importance. 

There are certain phases in the life-history of these 
parasites which still require investigation. The ova 
after being laid in the intestine are expelled with the 
feces, after which, neeting with favourable conditions, 
their contents form embryos, which latter are taken up 
either in the food or drinking water. Upon reaching 
the intestine the embryos cast their shells and develop 
the four spines which enables them to encyst themselves 
beneath the mucous membrane, where they remain for 
an unknown period. In time they again leave the cyst 
and become fully developed, and are now either loose in 
the lumen of the bowel or else attached to the mucous 
membrane—sucking blood. There are several other 
theories as to their development, but this is the one 
commonly telieved, although some still hold that an 
intermediate host is necessary for their complete 
development. As regards the time the immature para- 
sites remain encysted, it is probably from the time the 
animals pick them up in the autumn until the following 
spring. I myself certainly believe that a great number 
leave their cysts and hosts of their own accord in the 


| Spring of the year—March and April, for L have fre- 
| quently searched for them in the winter months ina 
| yard of young horses which I have known to be affected, 
| but seldom do I find many in the fieces, and yet later on 
in the year exainination of the faces will reveal scores 
jot the parasites. Then again, animals affected with 
|these parasites will seldom improve in condition in the 
Winter months, although every care is taken and the 
best possible food given, but when these are turned out 
_to grass in the spring they rapidly improve: of course 
the rich grass at this time of the year ay partly account 
for this change, but [ cannot attribute this rapid im- 
provement altogether to this cause. These are simply 
| some of my own observations, and I hope to hear later 
/on whether yours correspond, 

| Post-mortem lesions. These parasites when in large 
‘nunbers produce a fatal hemorrhagic enteritis, this 
being a fairly constant post-mortem lesion, and is due 
| tu the boring on the intestinal walls producing continual 
Irritation and inflammation, and subsequent interfer- 
ence with the circulation of blood in the blood vessels ot 
the intestine. The circulatory disturbance may be so 
| Intense as to cause rupture of some of the small capil- 
laries in the bowel wall, in which case the contents of the 
bowel are blood stained, In such cases the congestion 
and inflammation may be so intense that the affected 
bowel presents the same appearance that one commonly 
finds in cases of volvulus being nearly black in colour ; 
this is especially the case in those cases where death 
results from verminous aneurism. These changes are 
limited principally to the large intestine, large colon and 
cecum, but they may also occasionally be found in the 
small intestines. In other cases the inflammation is not 
so intense, being simply limited to the internal coat in 
which case death has probably been due to the intense 
anemia and subsequent debilitating effects which it pro 
duces, The contents of the bowel are generally liquid, 
sometimes whitish in colour, and have a peculiar odour, 
in fact one may almost diagnose this disease in bad 
cases by the smell of the faeces. The bowel wall is 
swollen and thickened, and the mucous membrane is 
easily detached from the submucous coat. Examining 
the mucous m-mbrane, one may see dotted over its sur- 
face a number of minute black specks, like grains of 
black pepper, which are in reality the embryos of the 
parasite, a scraping When examined under the microscope 
reveals thousands of these in different stages of develop 
ment. As regards the large colon, | have frequently 
voticed at post-mortem examinations that the parasites 
have a special predisposition to invade the puckered 
portions, while in the third portion, which is non- 
puckered, they are not :early so numerous ; perhaps 
this is the reason they are found in the large bowel more 
than the small. 

The mature parasites are found loose in the lumen of 
the gut, and may be present in hundreds. Particularly 
have I found this in post-mortems made in the spring, 
whilst in those which I have made in the winter I have 
found the majority in the encysted forms, and it 1s the 
latter that give rise to all the trouble. The cysts in the 
intestine are circular in shape, they vary in size from 
a grain of mustard to a pea or bean ; in their interior 
may be seen the worm coiled up immediately beneath 
the mucous membrane, its exact position can be made 
more visible by holding a portion of intestine up to the 
light : occasionally a cyst may contain two worms, but 
this is not the rule. In those cases in which the para- 
site has left the cyst a ininnte speck may be seen, and 
the cyst may now contain blood or even pus. : 

The previons lesions are caused principally by the 8. 
Tetracanthum, although in some measure by the 8. 
Armatum, but it is to the verminous aneurism which the 
latter produces that it owes its importance, for here it 
vives rise to fatal symptoins, and | believe that if we 
made careful post-mortem examinations of the so-called 
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fatal cases of colic we should frequently find them attri- 
butable to this lesion. These aneurisms may be found 
in any part of the body, but these are most commonly 
seen in connection with the intestinal arteries, and more 
sowing the great mesenteric and its numerous 

ranches. They vary greatly in size; the small ones 
are only detected by pee | searching, and may be 
easily overlooked ; their average size is that of a hen’s 
egg, but they may be as large as one’s fist or even larger; 
in shape they may be cylindrical, fusiform, occasionally 
globular. eir walls do not differ in structure from 
ordinary aneurisms. In the aneurismal cavity you 
invaria ly tind a thrombus formation—-the result of the 
continual irritation and subsequent inflammation pro- 
duced in the wall of the blood vessel—which 1s more or 
less adherent to the tunica intima. This thrombus 
partially obstructs the vessel, but one usually finds a 
canal in its interior for the flow of blood. In the 
thrombus one will find a number of the worms almost 
fully developed, save for their reproductive organs: the 
number of worms varies considerably, sometimes only a 
dozen. They may be found in the blood stream, often 
being some distance both in front and behind the 
aneurism, but this is not the rule, for one usually finds 
them either in the thrombus or else in the wall of the 
aneurism. 

Results of verminous aneurisms :—-(a) Rupture, in 
which case the animal will soon succumb from internal 
hemorrhage ; (6) Undergo softening and become organ- 
ised ; (c) Form emboli, in which case the results will de- 
pend upon the size of vessel in which it becomes arrest- 
ed. No doubt the presence of an aneurism in the large 
mesenteric artery, however small, interferes with the free 
flow of blood to the intestines, thereby giving rise to 
circulatory disturbances and consequent interference 
with digestive functions, but when embolism from this 
takes place it becomes much more serious, for the 
embolus may now completely obstruct the blood vessel 
in which it becomes arrested, when the result will be a 
sudden anemia of that part of the intestine, in which 
latter case the intestine upon post-mortem examination 
will show the appearances previously described. On the 
other hand, in cases of embolism of the smaller blood 
vessels the results are not so serious, because of the fre- 
quent anastomosis of the small arteries collateral 
anastomosis will soon be set up. 

Symptoms and Diagnosis.—The diagnosis of these 
two parasites does not as a rule give us much difficulty. 
The diagnostic symptom is the discovery of the 
parasites in the faces, which we can generally do by 
carefully searching for them as soon as the faces are 
candied. But since these worms are rather small the 
owners of stock frequently overlook them, with the re- 
sult that the animals become so weak and emaciated be- 
fore we are called in that in many cases treatment is 
useless. The history of the case and age of the animals 
should also aid us materially in our diagnosis. They 
may be found in animals of all ages, but as with other 
parasites they are more commonly found in young than 
In old animals, the tissues of the former offering less 
resistance to their immigration, and their method of 
living for the first three years especially predisposes to 
this complaint. In my own district 1 find them com- 
monly in animals from one to three years old, but the 
Strongylus Armatum has also been found in foals, in 
which it may cause death. 

Symptoms shown will depend to a certain extent upon 
when we are called in. We are generally informed that 
the animals are doing badly ; upon inquiry we are almost 
invariably told that the animals were kept out at pas- 
ture late in the autumn—perhaps they may still be out 


_at grass. If seen in the early stages we notice a loss of 


condition, a dull dejected appearance, rough staring coat, 
visible mucous membranes pale in colour, pendulous 
abdomen, often swelling of extremities and other symp- 


toms of anemia. The feces at this stage may be 
normal in appearance, and upon examination we find 
the parasites. Appetite at first may be voracious, but as 
the debility and anzmia increase these symptoms be- 
come aggravated, wasting increases, they become less 
inclined to eat, disinclined to move about, pulse be- 
comes weaker, peristaltic sounds become louder, and a 
versistent and fcetid diarrhcea, frequently accompanied 
by slight colicky pains, sets in, to which the animal will 
soon succumb, > & seo it may linger on in this pitiable 
condition for weeks, 

Prognosis and Treatment.—Knowing the danger of 
the presence of these parasites, it is needless to say we 
must be very careful in giving our opinion as to the 
future progress of the animals. In carrying out the 
treatment we must take into consideration the life his- 
tory, position of parasite in the bowel, and the various 
symptoms shown by the affected animals. At the pre- 
sent time I think we all agree that the encysted forms 
are beyond the reach of medicinal treatment, but on the 
other hand there are generally some mature worms in 
the lumen of the intestine and among the feces, we 
must therefore try and get rid of these first by the 
administration of mild vermifuges, such as small doses 
of Ol. lini and Spt. terebinth, and the various bitter 
tonics, but on no account do I advise giving anything to 
start purgation, for this generally starts quite soon 
enough, and when once this sets in it is generally diffi- 
cult to stop. If the encysted forms leave the mucous 
membrane in the spring months then our chief object 
in treatment should be to keep the animals alive during 
the winter, during which time we must treat the various 
symptoms as they occur. The anemia must be eom- 
bated by placing them under the best hygienic condi- 
tions possible and giving them good, easily digested 
foods to maintain strength, and internally the treatment 
previously mentioned may be tried. 

So long as the appetite is maintained and the above 
treatment carried out recovery generally occurs, although 
the period of convalescence is a long one, but when once 
the appetite is lost and diarrhoea sets in no treatment is 
of much use, although by devoting much care and time 
some of these cases do occasionally recover. In these 
latter cases astringents, such as chalk, catubic, chloro- 
dyne may be tried, and small doses of Tr. ferri per- 
chlor. in the drinking water frequently given I have also 
found beneficial. 

What I have previously spoken of I might call the 
curative part of the treatment, and my doubtful success 
in this still makes me think we have yet a lot to learn. 
I will make a few remarks upon what [ will call the 
preventive part. Since it is more commonly seen in 
colts kept out at pasture late in the autumn, at which 
time of the year fo are generally biting close to the 
ground, I always advise farmers to have them up in 
yards early enough. Then again we sometimes find that 
the disease occurs on certain farms and lands, and par- 
ticularly if low lying, damp, and badly drained—-con- 
ditions most favourable for embryonic existence of the 
parasites--snch lands must evidently be badly con- 
taminated for there the disease is more or less en- 
demic year after year, and it is these that need fur- 
ther investigation on our part. I myself know of several 
farms where the owners always reckon on losing one or 
two animals every year. I have tried salting the land, 
but have not had very gratifying results from this ; 
probably one cannot put sufficient on to kill the ove 
without injuring the herbage. I believe that the only 
way of staying these epidemics is to free such farms from 
horses for a few years and graze them with other stock. 
(Applause.) 


Discussion. 
Mr. Knowtes. Mr. Townsend had said it was not 


common to see the parasites in the feces before March ; 
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he had seen them as early as January and February, 
and even earlier than that. He could not say he had 
noticed so much the smell, but he had been struck by 
the peculiar colour of the faces of the animals affected. 
He thought the use of linseed oil dangerous, and was 
more inclined to use milk. The use of salt was a very 
good thing ; the ova conld only develop in fresh and 
not in salt water. He always advised 3 to 4 Cwt of salt 
to the acre, but he did not know the best time to do it 
—probably about May. Strongylus armatus was more 
likely to be found between the two tunics than in the 
testicles. 

Mr. Goocu said he had had good results from doses 
night and morning of Lysol and spirit of turpentine 
mixed with milk. Strongylus armitus he had found 
piercing the testicle proper. It was found more fre- 
quently in the mesenteric artery and he had had most 
cases of aneurism in that position. Hid Mr. Townsend 
ever tried lime on low, boggy lands? He agreed with 
the essayist that as practitioners they did not pay 
enough attention to diseases in young horses, and that 
if they looked into it they would find parasites often 
the cause of intestinal troubles. 

Mr. TRUMAN agreed with Mr. Knowles that Strongylus 
tetracanthum was often seen in the faces about January. 
He had tried many empirical remedies-—carbolic acid, 
creosote, turpentine, and thymol, but the best thing 
was milk. He liked to have one cow to one horse and 
let him have all that he would, with eggs well beaten 
up, and anything else he could take, instead of drench- 
ing. He did not like salting pastures. He had four 
stallion colts now that came in as yearlings last May ; 
they were fed on dry food all the summer and winter, 
but red worms appeared in them as in his other horses. 
As to the positions in which Strongylus armatus was 
found, he had a peculiar case of a worm in a horse’s 
eye. It had been recorded in the veterinary journals. 
The horse was reported to have knocked its eye. A film 
came over the eye and he thought he saw a filament go 
across in the lumen of the eye. He had not seen it 
before. 

Mr. Goocu described the case of a two-year-old colt 
which had no solid food for 17 days, and whether it 
was the milk or the collateral effect of the medicine he 
gave it he did not know, but he never saw improve 
ment afterwards so well maintained. He examined the 
feces, which had the peculiar odour described, and 
there was continual purgation. After 17 days he found 
no more worms in the dung, and the animal was then 
inclined to take a little long clover. I gave about two 
quarts of milk night and morning. At first he would 
not take it, then he would drink dirty water or any- 
thing else. 

Mr. TRUMAN said he had two cases of Strongylns 
tetraeanthus this year, in one of which Mr. Townsend 
made a post-mortem. In attending a farm, the foreman 
told him one colt did not do very well; sometimes he 
said he would be lame in front and then behind. He 
told the man to look at his dung and he would find red 
worms. He did not scour. That very afternoon he was 
lame behind, and two days afterwards went down, and 
was practically unconscious. Mr. Townsend on post- 
mortem found a Strongylus tetracanthus in the brain. 
As regards Mr. Gooch’s case, he added that this spring 
he was called to see about 14 two-year-old cart colts and 
fillies. One horse had died the previous day and 
another succumbed as he got there He expected they 
would all die, as they were in the last stages of weak- 
ness. They had some milk, though they would not eat. 
He had some cows sent down to the farm, and they 
drank milk well mixed with water, not too much milk 
at first. Boiled wheat and other kinds of grain were 
mixed with the milk whenever they wonld eat, and 
when they commenced te do so they recovered. [am a 
great believer in milk. Some of them were sconring. 
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Mr. Bert said in cases of anemia warmth and good 
food were the best. The heat of the body should be 
kept up to stand anemia, and where young stock— 
horses or beasts—were kept, plenty of rock salt should be 
put for them to lick. 

Mr. TRUMAN agreed with Mr. Bett that warmth was 
a great factor. 

Mr. Pours: Like Mr. Truman, I think there is no 
absolute cure for Strongyles. Sometimes a medicine is 
beneficial in one case and not in another. 

Mr. TOWNSEND replied to the various points raised in 
the discussion, and agreed as to the free use of milk. 
He had used both salt and lime to stamp worms out, 
but neither was effective. More post-mortems in cases 
of abdominal troubles, as Mr. Gooch said, would prove 
that worms were the most frequent cause. He recom- 
mended the use of cod liver oil as well as milk for young 
stock affected. Was the worm in the eye the Strongylus 
armatus ? 

Mr. TruMAN: The chrysalis is in the mare’s eye now. 

Mr. TOWNSEND said such cases were common in India 
but Prof. Hobday said he never knew a similar case in 
England. If farms affected with Strongylus were freed 
from horses for a few years it would be interesting to 
know how long it would take to destroy the ova. 
Prof. M‘Fadyean said he knew no remedy for the 
disease. but if they kept horses off the land where these 
parasites existed the ova might cease to live. 

Replying to Mr. Bett and Mr. Truman, Mr. Townsend 
said foul, stagnant water assisted their fertility. 

The Presipent: In fields without horses they die 
ont, a8 no more ova are produced, 

Mr. Potes. You would never clear our wash land, 
owing to the floods. 

Mr. Truman: I believe ordinary fen grass land 
is as bad; there is not a farm in my district without 
Strongyles, 

Mr. Goocn : A case [ had this year was on the highest 
level in the district. Turpentine is not used so much as 
it should be. 

Mr. GressweL_: Turpentine is not used so much as 
formerly. 

Mr. TRUMAN proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Townsend for his very able paper, which, he said, was 
well delivered and well defended. He was pleased to 
see him in the position of essayist to the Association 
that day, asin a measure he was an old pupil of his. 

Mr. GRESSWELL seconded, and the vote was heartily 
accorded. 

Several interesting cases were mentioned as occurring 
in members’ experiences, and on the motion of Mr. 
Bett, seconded by Mr. Poles, a vote of thanks was passed 
to the Chairman. 

High tea followed, at which the Secretary was thanked 
for his services, the President remarking on his energy 
in not only taking office that year but on getting 
married as well. 


THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The ordinary meeting of the Society was held at 10 
Red Lion Square, on Thursday, June 6. Major E. R.C. 
Butler, the President, in the chair. There were present: 
Messrs. J. Willett, C. H. Harrison, Percy 8. Howard, 
Maj. E. Taylor, Capt. R. ©. Cochrane, Ralph sennett, 
R. J. Foreman, William Hunting, James Rowe, EK. 
Lionel Stroud, P. W. D. Smith, G. H. Livesey, ye | 
H. Slocock, Arthur L. Wilson, Nicholson Almond, 
Capt. C. H. H. Jolliffe, Charles Roberts, W. Roger 
Clarke, R. Porch, A. E. Bayley, A. 1. Butters, Sir 
John M‘Fadyean, Geo. C, Lowe, Henry Gray, Capt. 
J. J. Griffith, J. B. Hare, Herbert King, and Hugh A, 


| 
: 
| 


834 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


June 22, 1907 


MacCormack, Hon. Sec. ; and as visitors: Messrs. 
Frank W. Garnett, Fred. Bullock, Capt. J. B. Southey, 
Prof. Geo. H. Wooldridge, and A. M‘Cunn. 

On the motion of Mr. Stroud, seconded by Mr. Porch, 
it was resolved that the minutes be taken as read, and 
they were signed by the Chairman as correct. . 

The Hon. Src. read communications from the follo x- 
ing, in acknowledgment of the circular he had sent ont 
with respect to Mr. Porch’s paper :— 

From the Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis : 
The Royal Agricultural Society of England: Sir 
Edward Strachey, Bart, M.P.: The Board of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries: William Field, Esq., M.P. : 
The London General Omnibus Company: Messrs. 
Ind, Coope, and Co. 


SpEcIMEN.—A MuMmMIFIED Fatus—Ca tr. 


Mr. Stocock produced in a small jar a specimen in 
the shape of a mummified calf, one of those eccentri- 
cities of want of development in the fuetus. The cow, 
due to calve on July 20th had passed the fcetus in its 
membranes the previous night. It could be seen from 
the umbilical cord that decomposition had not set in. 
A point of interest was that in those cases of retention 
of the foetus where the os uteri was opened decomposi- 
tion took place, but he supposed that where the uterus 
remained sealed they got this mummification without 
decomposition, and probably in time absorption of 
everything but the bony matter. 

(Estrum was manifested that morning, and he con- 
eluded this process had brought about expulsion of the 
foetus. It was generally agreed that while a foetus or 
fcreign body remained in the uterus the functions of 
the ovaries were suspended, but it seemed evident that 
in this case the preparation for cestrum must have taken 
place before the foetus was passed. 

Mr. ALMOND said it was not an uncommon thing to 
have a mummified foetus born at the same time as a 
mature foetus. That had come under his notice both in 
the case of the cow and of the mare. He had a strong 
impression that a circumstance once occurred where the 
mummified feetus was actnally carried over a second 
year. The mare showed all the symptoms of abortion, 
and proved not tobe in foal that year. The subsequent 
year she became in foal, and at the birth of the fretns 
on the second year a mummified foetus was discharged 
afterwards, and it was believed by the person concerned 
that it was the foetus that had been left over from the 
previous impregnation. In any case it had been dead a 
very long time. It was one simple mass closed up into 
a kind of ball—enclosed completely by some membrane- 
like envelope, owing he supposed to some irritation 
set up. 

NOMINATIONS. 


The Chairman announced that Capt. R. C. Moore, 
proposed by Capt. Cochrane. and seconded by the 
Chairman, and Capt. J. B. SourTHEy, proposed by 
Major Taylor, and seconded by Capt. Jolliffe, were 
proposed for Fellowship of the Society, and would 
come up for election at the next meeting. 

The Chairman said that having made sure he could 
obtain the necessary leave, he would have pleasnre in 
proceeding to the Isle of Man as their delegate. 

It was resolved that the next meeting should take place 
on the 11th July (instead of July 4th) to enable the 
Chairman to present his report on the Congress of the 
Royal Institute of Public Health. 


“ A Forecast ror A New VETERINARY SURGEONS 
Act.” 

Mr. Frank W. Garnett, J.P., M.R.C.V.S., in giving 

a synopsis of his paper, said they had seen recorded 

cases in the veterinary papers which might show that 


there*were some just grounds for complaints. Some- 
thing was requisite for the welfare of the profession, 
All he had tried to do in his paper was to put a con- 
struction or an interpretation on what had been happen- 
ing during the past 15 or 16 years, according as the facts 
had appeared to him—to interpret the expressions of 
want or disapproval with their Charters and Acts. He 
gave it to them as his own individual opinion—as what 
he thought they should do, and should have, in order 
to progress. He wished them clearly to understand 
that his paper was not political in any shape or form. 
It was not his intention to raise party spirit in the pro- 
fession at all. Probably they would all have noticed 
that he had made some mistakes in his paper. On the 
first page he said “The granting of our first Charter in 
1844 has been followed by subsequent Charters in the 
years, 1876, 1879, 1883, and 1885.” The latter should 
read “ 1892.” 

He did not think he need amplify in any way the 
points he had raised with regard to Registered Prac- 
titioners, the Veterinary Surgeons Companies Restric- 
tion of Practice, or with regard to the powers of the 
Registration Committee. That he knew was a debate- 
able point. 

With regard to the annual registrstion fee, he did feel 
that if they were to do anything for themselves at all it 
was absolutely necessary that they should have more 
money. They all knew the old saying that “God helps 
those who help themselves.” That wasas true to-day as 
it ever was ; and unless they were prepared to do some. 
thing to help themselves he felt convinced that they 
could not make much progress in any direction, no 
matter how they might strive. The amendment ofeSec- 
tion 17 of the Act of 1881 was an important amendment 
and would remove many of the difficulties which the 
Registration Committee had. It was a _ reasonable 
amendment, and one which he had every reason to sup- 
pose could be adopted either by Charter or by Act, and 
it was questionable whether, if they got those increased 
powers under Section 17, they need trouble about certain 
other provisions be had mentioned. 

With regard to “Spurious Degrees,” that, he thought, 
was a grave menace to their Members and Fellows. 
There was a time, especially after they had obtained 
control over the Highland and Agricultural Society’s 
veterinary certificates, when they might reasonably have 
expected that they would have retained their position. 
It would have been pre-eminent in all matters that per- 
tain to veterinary education. It was a curious thing, in 
looking through their history, that for a period of 
thirty-two years after the passing of their first Charter 
in 1844, there was a period of absolute quiescence, fol- 
lowed by a period of remarkable activity extending from 
the year 1876 to 1892, a period of some sixteen years. 
Since that time they had gone back to an absolute state 
of rest. They had seen their position attacked as the 
body pre-eminent to control both higher and lower 
veterinary education. They had allowed the higher 
branches of veterinary surgery to slip from their gras) 
(luring the past few years. That to him was deplorable. 
He did not say it was possible, bnt he did think it was 
worth trying to retain the grasp which they gained, as 
he thought, for ever. It might be rather an ambitious 
scheme, but he should like to see the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons head over every branch, both higher 
and lower, of veterinary education throughout England. 

With regard to the Affiliated Schools with the 
R.C.V.S., he thought that in order to provide the best 
education for students, they had a duty thrown upon 
them by the country at large. That duty was to see 
that their students were thoroughly educated, that the 
highest efficiency which they could possibly render to 
the country should be rendered through the students 
that passed through their schools. One means of doing 
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that was by seeing that they 
They wanted to look at this que 
in which it would affect them 
educational body through the members ss they passed 
through their schools. They wanted to have the finest 
teaching, but to have the finest teaching they must te 
the schools in providing it. 

ompulsory Pupilage he should propose to make 
optional to the Council. They might make it a six 
months’ pupilage with country practitioners or town 
practitioners as they thought well. But he thought that 
they shvuld have a certain discretionary power with 
regard to that question. It was one that they could not 
make any hard and fast lines on. 

With regard to “Exemption from Juries,” he should 
propose to bring that about by means of a clause, saying 
that a veterinary surgeon for the purpose of that section 
was a medical practitioner under certain sections of the 
General Medical Act of a certain year. He thought it 
might very easily pass through in that form. 

With regard to fees and expenses of Council he thought 
that was only a simple matter of justice to country 
members. Consequent on all those points the Council 
would have to get power to make bye-laws to carry them 
into effect. (Applause.) 

Mr. W. HunNTING said he thought those of them who 
had read the paper would be inclined to think that Mr. 
Garnett had taken a great deal of trouble in its pre- 
paration. There was no doubt that during the last ten 
or twelve years it had been pointed out to them very 
frequently how they were cornered for want of powers. 
He was inclined to think that all the new suggestions 
made would require an Act, and one had to face that 
point at the beginning, because if the powers could be 
obtained by Charter it would probably be a much 
easier thing than obtaining an Act of Parliament. If 
they attempted to obtain an Act of Parliament with 
seven or eight Clauses for all their wants, they stood to 
be shot at on every Clause, and the more they put inte 
it the more possibility there was of objection. For 
instance, they might meet with objections from Regis- 
tered Practitioners, from the Schools, from Universities, 
or other bodies. Therefore he thought it would be as 
well to consider them carefully, and to put aside those 
which stood least chance of being passed by Parliament. 
It seemed to him that the very same reasons which en- 
abled them to get contro! over the holders of the High- 
land Society’s Certificate would be, at any rate, strong 
arguinents in favour of their obtaining power, even by 
an Act of Parliament, to have control over Registered 
Practitioners. He expected that the time would come 
when practice by Veterinary Surgeons’ Companies 
would be felt much more severely than now. Medical 
men already had to compete with these Companies, and 
Pharmaceutical Chemists and Deutists had the same 
difficulty. Mr. Garnett referred to the powers of the 
Registration Committee, and it would be extremely 
useful tu a number of them to know that he offered ex- 
planations of why the Cominittee failed at times In 
thei’ work—explanations not necessarily requiring the 
hypothesis that the Council consisted either of knaves 
or fools. It was satisfactory with regard to the para- 
graph headed “ Powers of Registration Committee, not 
only to see what Mr. Garnett suggested should be given 
to them, or the powers they would like to have in any 
new Charter, but that there was a good excuse for the 
Council having failed in many cases either to go on with 
the case or to successfully prosecute. 

The paragraph headed “Annual Registration Fee, 
began by saying “There are few members of the pro- 
fession, | take it, who would be unwilling to acquiesce 
in an annual registration fee.” If they could obtain 
such a thing, it would, as Mr. Garnett said, enable them 
to rule their profession properly, and to prosecute any- 
body who deserved it. It would also enable them to 


were properly taught, 
stion as to the manner 
by reacting upon their 
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have a first-class library, and no doubt it they bad that, 
there would be arrangements made tor its being a lend- 
ing library. In addition to that there was a suggestion 
fora Museum. The Royal College of Veterinary Sur 
geons really ought to have a Museum. Practitioners in 
their calling were able to get specimens wholesale, com 
pared to what the medical man could get. Mr. Garnett 
said “ There is no other way, in my opinion, to carry out 
these great and necessary reforms but by atlording the 
.V.S. sufficient financial assistance, and nothing 
effective can be done in this respect but by the imposi- 
tion of an annual registration tee of one guinea.” He 
(the speaker), agreed with that, although it was a very 
positive sentence. On page 10 he found a comparison 
instituted between vetesinary surgeons and. solicitors. 
Mr. Garnett argued that they might possibly obtain a 
Clause which would prevent men acting- not professing 
to be, but acting as veterinary surgeons, because solict- 
tors had an Act which prevented any person acting as 
a solicitor. But there was a difference. Solicitors con- 
tributed £100 a year each to Government. They were 
also, he believed, looked upon as “officers of the Court.” 
He was inclined to think that the old Act relating to 
solicitors, if brought up to be reviewed, would probably 
be done away with, and he was of opinion that Parlia- 
ment would hardly grant them any such powers over 
people acting as veterinary surgeons. Medical men 
would very much like to have this Clause in an Act ot 
Parliament, but he did not believe they would ever 
get it. 

“Spurious Degrees” was the heading of another 
paragraph. When he read that he thought it was 
something to guard them against the introduction of 
Awerican or Continental Degrees of some kind that 
they knew nothing about, but as one read on it seemed 
that what Mr. Garnett really wanted was power to 
make them the sole licensing body for veterinary prac- 
titioners. But they already had that power. The 1881 
Act gave them full powers to prevent anybody calling 
himself a veterinary surgeon. Then possibly at the 
back of Mr. Garnett’s mind was the dread that some 
Universities which had lately taken up veterinary 
teaching should some day, when they had got a dozen 
graduates, think that their man ought to be looked upon 
as at least as good as those of the R.C.V.S., and have 
attached to their degree a license to practice. He 
believed that, so far, the Universities had willingly per- 
mitted them to retain this licensing power, and were 
only desirous to teach to higher standards, making it a 
sort of Honours Degree, leaving the R.C.V.S. to license 
practice. He thought that if a Clause were introduced 
that any University, before it could grant a degree in 
veterinary 4 edicine should consult the K.C.V.S., that 
some of the Universities would get a few Members of 
Parliament to block it. As to the Affiliated Schools, 
that went a little further than the title would lead them 
to think. As a member of the veterinary profession, he 
thought it was a very fine idea that they should have 
power to go into the Schvols and see them teach properly. 
Bait he was not so sure that the Schools would care 
about that supervision. 

“Compulsory Pupilage ” he had marked on one side 
“Yes,” and on the other “No,” becanse he hardly knew 
what to say about it. There was no doubt whatever, 
he thought, that a pupilage of twelve months would do 
any student good if he had bis pupilage with a man 
capable of teaching him anything and showing him any 
thing. (Hear, hear). He was very doubtful whether they 
would bave enough practititioners to go round when 
they doled out the students for that twelve months’ ap- 
prenticeship, and the result would be that the gentleman 
who had plenty of leisure and no practice would have 
the largest number of pupils. His certificate would = 
as good as any other practitioner's, unless the Counci 
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those men who were capable of training pupils. Com- 
pulsory Pupilage bristled all round with practical diffi- 
c — But Voluntary Pupilage was really a good 
thing. 

The next paragraph was “ Exemption from Juries.” 
Well, if all other professional men were exempt from 
juries, and that exemption from juries was to be taken 
as an ear-mark of respectability, probably they ought to 
have exemption from juries. But he thought it was a 
great pity they could not get an Act of Parliament 
making everybody serve on Common Juries when re- 
quired in rotation ; they would then probably only have 
to go once in eight years. 

On the question of “ Fees and Expenses of Council,” 
he quite agreed with Mr. Garnett that it would be only 
fair to the men who travelled two or three hundred 
miles that their first-class fare should be paid. But in 
all these things there were difficulties, and what he was 
afraid of was that if they paid a man’s expenses, they 
would have more inferior men than now. 

Sir Jonn M’FapyEan said that the subjects raised in 
Mr. Garnett’s excellent paper were so numerous and so 
important that in the limited time one perhaps could 
hardly deal adequately with them and leave an oppor- 
tunity for his neighbours to say anything on the subject. 
On a number of points raised in the paper, he had not 
~_ definitely made up his own mind, partly because he 

ad not had time to give them the serious deliberation 
which they required. What appeared to him to be the 
first question to discuss was whether the present income 
of the R.C.V.S. was adequate. That he thought was a 
question to which no thinking member of the profession 
could give an affirmative answer At the very outset of 
the work of the R.C.V.S. the income might have been 
not greatly out of keeping with the duties which the 
pe pe body had immediately to discharge, but the 
work of the College had grown very greatly since that, 
and the expense of that working had increased mani- 
fold. They all knew that the income of the College was 
derived almost exclusively from the examination fees 
and the registration fee which it obtained from its own 
undergraduates and graduates. He thought it was 
perfectly certain that no great increase in the income of 
the College derived from that source could be expected. 
On the contrary, he thought it quite possible that the 
number of those who would eater the profession in the 
near future would fall considerably below the number 
admitted during the past years. It did not follow im- 
mediately from that that the College income from that 
source might not be increased, because somebody would 
no doubt suggest that the College income should be 
increased by demanding higher fees from the students 
for examination and registration. In his opinion, it 
would not be possible, even if it were desirable, to in- 
crease the College income in that particular way, be- 
cause he was satisfied that if there were any great 
increase in the amount of examination fees, or if the 
registration fees were very much increased, it would 
simply and immediately have the effect of cutting down 
the number of students, and that it would not increase 
the income. In passing, he might say that any measure 
which would have the effect of greatly reducing the 
number of those entering the profession was ipso facto 
barred out, because it was the primary duty of the cor- 
porate body to provide this country with a reasonable 
number of veterinary surgeons, and if they allowed any 

eat depletion of the existing Register, they would, in 

is opinion, be falling short of their duty to the country. 
He was inclined to think that if it were necessary to 
increase the College income, the only way to increase it 
was the one suggested by Mr. Garnett. One might, of 
course, think of the possibility of getting a grant direct 
from the Government or the Treasury, but he felt sure 
they would not be able to do anything of the kind. He 
was therefore in favour of an annual registration fee 


being imposed on the members of the profession, and he 
should be very happy to think that the great majority 
of the profession would offer no opposition to that. His 
opinion was that if there were not a clear majority of 
the profession in favour of the proposal it could not be 
through. If the thing were to be brought about, it 
seemed to him there were only two ways in which the 
feeling of the profession could be ascertained. One way 
would be to have the next election to Council fought on 
this question ; to have it discussed in such a prominent 
way that it would really be a sort of test question at the 
next election, and if the majority of the profession were 
opposed to it, then of course those who in their election 
addresses professed themselves in favour of it would not 
be elected. The objection to that was that it postponed 
any settlement of the question for at least twelve 
months. He thought a better way would be for the 
Council to ascertain immediately by means of a circular 
addressed to those on the Register whether they were 
opposed to the imposition of an annual registration fee 
or not. He thought a fee of a guinea would be about 
enough. It would give the College, in addition to its 

resent income, an annual income of about £3,000. 

here could be no doubt that a considerable amount of 
money above what was now expended by the College 
might be usefully spent in protecting the interests of 
the profession in the direction of a more vigilant con- 
trol over those who wanted to poach on their legitimate 
ground (hear, hear). But in addition to that he felt 
very greatly in sympathy with the proposal that the 
R.C.V.S. should found and keep up both a Library and 
Museum that would be in keeping with the position of 
the College as the real representative of veterinary 
science in the Kingdom (hear, hear). He confessed* he 
had often felt absolutely ashamed in having to disclose 
toimedical brethren their absolute poverty in connection 
wlth a Library. They (the R.C.V.S.) had a Library 
which was utterly unworthy of the name. They also 
had one at the Royal Veterinary College which was, he 
feared, no better, and the fact was that there were many 
subjects upon which, if one wanted to write and to as- 
certain be the existing state of knowledge was, it 
would be necessary to make a journey abroad, and to 
consult some of the Libraries which existed in conection 
with the Continental veterinary schools. To found and 
keep up to the times a Veterinary Library would proba- 
bly cost nothing less than £1000 per annum. Very much 
the same reasons might be urged in favour of their hav- 
ing a good Museum. He thought it searcely possible 
to doubt that the time would come when the R.C.V.S. 
would be provided with a veterinary museum, aiming 
at being something of which the members of the pro- 
fession might be proud. That also would probably take 
no less than £1000 a year. As to the disposition of the 
money that the College might get in that way, he found 
himself unable to agree with Mr. Garnett when he sug- 
gested that part of the money might be allocated to 
encourage and promote teaching in connection with the 
Schools. He thought that would be an exceedingly in- 
vidious, not to say dangerous, thing for the Council to 
have to do. ‘One must remember that the Schools were 
all represented on the Council, and it would hardly con- 
duce to the harmony of the proceedings (Laughter) if 
the Council had to decide how any sum of money it had 
at its disposal was to be distributed among the Schools. 
Besides that, he regarded it as unfair that the members 
of the profession should be asked to tax themselves for 
the education of those who were tocome after them. He 
thought it was the bounden duty of the Goverment to 
lend such assistance to the jexisting schools as would 
enable them to give a proper education to veterinary 
students. 

He referred to the question “Compulsory Pupilage,” 
and agreed with what Mr. Hunting said, namely, that 
there was probably no veterinary student who would 
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not be improved | a year spent in practice with a 
veterinary surgeon, but he agreed also with the objec- 
tions which Mr. Hunting raised as to the possibility 
or even the advisability, of attempting to introduce com- 
pulsory ptpilage. Speaking for the Royal Veterinary 
College of London, he freely admitted that the amount 
of practice which they were able to shew there to the 
students was very far short of what they would like to 
be able to do in connection with cattle practice and pig 
practice. On the other hand he maintained—and he 
would undertake to convert anybody who held the con- 
trary opinion if he paid them a visit--that they could 
show a student as much horse and dog practice as he 
could possibly take advantage of. Very likely the condi- 
tions vere not dissimilar at the other Colleges. His point 
in connection with that was that the practice which the 
student wanted to see with a veterinary surgeon was 
cattle practice and pig practice, and it would, in his 
opinion, not be wise to compel a student to serve even 
a year in pupilage if during that period he was to be 
shown no cattle or pig practice, but mainly horse and 
dog practice. He did not see how it would be possible 
to work compulsory pnpilage so as to prevent its gross 
abuse. He agreed with Mr. Hunting that those who 
would be most anxious to have pupils would be pre- 
cisely those who had nothing to show them or were 
unable to teach them. They would have to have in 
connection with the scheme an affiliation of practitioners 
as well as an affiliation of colleges ( Laughter and ap- 
plause). 

Mr. ALMOND supposed an annual registration fee not 
exceeding a guinea should be capable of collection, and 
it might be left to the option of the Council to fix the 
amount, as their wants might increase or present them- 
selves. Referring tou Section 17 of the Act of 1881, 
quoted by Mr. Garnett on page 10 of his paper, Mr. 
Almond thought this Clause would cover oe a title as 
“Canine Speeialist,” and similar titles which were very 
often adopted by unqualified men, and apparently were 
maintained with impunity. He thought it very desirable 
that the position of the Council should be strengthened, 
and the only way of doing that was to increase its mone- 


—_ powers. He did not know of any other mode of 
collecting money except by means of a registration fee. 


He thought the expenses of students entering the pro- 
fession—considering the incomes which were derivable 
from the practice of veterinary surgery—were at the 
present time quite enough, and as the practitioner was 
the one who would benefit from any increased powers, 
he thought it was only fair that they as practitioners 
should contribute to that end. (Hear, hear.) 

Capt. Grirritu, referring to the hypothetical case 
quoted by Mr. Garnett, and especially to the words, 
“The Committee hear the evidence and are compelled 
to give their decision on such evidence as is brought 
before them,” characterised this as being in bis opinion 
an extraordinary power. If the Council at the present 
day could give their decision—without the evidence of 
the offending party—what more power could they want 
in this direction? In fact one might ask, “ Ls it nny, 
is it justice?” It appeared to him that the Council had 
extraordinary powers if they could condemn a man and 
say that he was guilty of malpractice without hearing his 
evidence. 

He said that an annual registration fee of one guinea 
might be an adequate sum, but he suggested that it 
might be left to the discretion of the Council to impose 
a fee not exceeding one guinea. But what was to be 
done with the money? It was all very well to speak 
about a fine library and a museum, etc., these are 
essential I fully agree, but there were other things to 
be considered. He thought the general practitioner 


was the man who should get the most benefit from the 
nag of this money in the way of protectin 
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to adverse influences, and up to the present had not 
received, in his opinion, much help from the Council. 
Prof. WooLpRiIDGe thought that it was a wrong 
financial basis for the R.C.V.S. to obtain all its funds 
from students. It was not as though they could ensure 
a regular number of students in years to come. He 
maintained that practitioners had had the value for their 
money | when they paid their fees for examination. 
Practitioners ought not to expect students to pay for 
their protection. When they got the money that a 
registration fee would bring in, then they would be able 
to undertake a lot of work, which at the present could 
uot be done on account of the lack of funds. For. in 
stance, there was the work of the Registration Com- 
mittee ; but it was hardly fair to expect the practi 
tioners themselves to undertake the work of police. 
He gave an instance of a man who practised canine 
surgery ina very lucrative way. Another man had an 
appointment which gave him an introduction to a 
large number of people who thought he was a veteri 
nary surgeon. The man knew the letter of the law and 
had to keep within it. 

He agreed with former speakers that a pupilage was 
very desirable where possible, but it would be quite im 
possible he thought to make it compulsory. One object 
of a pupilage—perhaps the main object—was to gain 
not only practical information so far as treating a case 
was concerned, but also to learn how to handle clients 
as well as patients. He thought there might be insti- 
tuted, in addition to the educational matriculation 
exam!nation, another examination of all students  pre- 
senting themselves for admission to the veterinary 
colleges, and for registration as veterinary students, 
which might embrace, say, stable management and the 
handling of the domesticated animals. Such a system 
would increase the income of the various colleges or 
that of the R.C.VS., and also save the valuable time in 
the student’s course at present devoted to that subject. 
It would also toc feed compel a pupilage in many 
cases in order to pass such a matriculation examination. 
He thought it was a serious flaw that at the present 
time they had no control over Registered Practitioners, 
and was of opinion that powers should be obtained in 
any new Act to deal with any infringement on the part 
of Registered Practitioners. 

On the motion of Mr. Almond, seconded by Mr. Hare, 
it was resolved to prolong the time for discussion 
till 9.30. 

Mr. Henry Gray alluded to the practice of the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. in appointing as examiners 
gentlemen who did not belong to the profession, they 
had the privilege of examining veterinary students 
which an M.R.C.V.S. had not. The Members were com- 
petent to examine for the Fellowship but not for the 
Membership. He thought in any new Charter or Act 
that poten should be removed. He was a believer 
in an annual registration fee, for if they were to have 
privileges they should pay for them. At the same 
time he thought the Council of the R.C.V.S. should pro- 
tect the interests of the general practitioner more than it 
did. He knew for a fact there were plenty of men 
openly practising as veterinary surgeons whe were not 
entitled to do so. But who were some of the biggest 
quacks? Veterinary surgeons themselves. Mr. Almond 
said that some people were canine specialists. Who 
invented that. term’ Veterinary surgeons themselves. 
He thought the Council should prevent members of the 
College using any other term to designate the profession 
than the legal one—“ veterinary surgeon. (Hear, hear). 
He was a believer in compulsory pupilage, with the 
object of the pupil gaining a practical acquaintance with 
animals in their natural surroundings. He agreed with 
what Sir John M‘Fadyean said, that it would be in the 
country that pupils would gain the best knowledge. 
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Mr. Frank W. Garnett, in reply, thanked them for 
the kindly way in which they had received his paper. 
He had hoped that some of them would have been able 
to throw out some suggestions such as they had just 
heard from Mr. Gray. It might be worth considering 
whether a man who was a member of the College should 
call himself by any other title than that of “ veterinary 
surgeon.” He thought the discussion had been generally 
favourable to the paper. Mr. Hunting’s suggestions 
were valuable, especially with regard to the pupilage 

uestion. He was also of opinion that an alteration of 

ection 17 would be the key to the whole policy of the 
Registration Committee. (Hear, hear.) He knew that 
medical men wished that they had in their Acts as much 

ower as was contained in that Section. But it was for 

is audience to consider whether they could not improve 
upon their own Section 17. In the first place the title 
“ Registered Practitioner” should be included in it, and 
he thought that the addition of the word “act” would 
be ample, but people who looked at it might not con- 
sider how far its effects would carry. It wc uld have to 
be used, if obtained, with the very greatest discretion. 
Solicitors never dreamed of prosecuting an auctioneer or 
house agent who had a properly drawn up agreement 
between two clients—one renting a house and the other 
letting it—for acting as a solicitor, and if such a power 
as he hed indicated were placed in the hands of their 
Council they would have to use it judiciously. He 
would like to draw their attention to the Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society. They (the M.P.S.) paid an annual fee of one 
guinea, but the Pharmaceutical Society had also power 
to levy a registration fee on a man obtaining his 
diploma. They never had exerted that power, but 
thought that the student had paid sufficient fees when 
he paid his fees for examination, and that was the view 
he held with regard to their own profession. Our pro- 
fession has been kept long enough by the students. He 
did not think that it would be advisable to leave the 
amount to the option of the Council. Whatever it was 
he thought it should be fixed once and for all, unless 
altered by Charter. Another a point was the 
of examiners. Up to the present examiners 

ad done a great amount of service with very little 
thanks. It wasan honour to be on the Board of Exam- 
iners, and one which he thonght should be reserved for 
Fellows, and one thing they could afford to do if they 
obtained a new Act was to pay their examiners. The 
two points he placed first and second were with regard 
to the action of Council in considering complaints, effi- 
ciently carrying out the duties of the Registration Com- 
mittee, and (2) the work of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee. Exemption from juries was nota point that he 
really attached much importance to, but it was one that 
affected town practitioners far more than country practi- 
tioners. He thanked them very much for the criticism 
they had given the paper, and he trusted that something 
might be the outcome of the discussion, and that it 
might be taken up by other members of the profession 
outside, and further, that if anything did result they 
would make it imperative to have an annual registration 
fee. (Applause.) 

On the motion of Mr. Hunting, seconded by Mr. 
Bayley, it was resolved to ask the Council to send a cop 
of the paper and the discussion to all the other Veteri- 
nary Associations and to the Council of the R.C.V.S. 

Mr. Stroup moved a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. 
Garnett for his paper; Mr. Porch seconded, and the 
vote was carried with acclamation. 

A vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Slocock for his 
very interesting specimen. 

Hueu A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE 
ON COMPENSATION FOR INDUSTRIAL 
DISEASES. 


The Committee has held forty-one sittings, of which 
some have been at Bradford, Hudderstield, Sheffield, 
Birmingham, Wolverhampton, Glasgow, Manchester and 
Swansea, the remainder in London. 

We have heard the evidence of a hundred and fifty- 
nine witnesses, ninety-two of whom belonged to the 
medical profession, the others being almost all either 
employers or workmen. We have visited many factories 
yon | works of various kinds in order to view the pro- 
cesses we were investigating, and the medical members 
of the Committee have made clinical examinations of a 
number of the workpeople engaged in them. We have 
had the advantage of consulting the evidence and the re- 
ports, in so far as they related to the subject matter of 
our inquiry, of Committees appointed by your predeces- 
sors on dangerous trades. As the outcome of these in- 
vestigations we have the honour to present the following 
report. 

PRINCIPLES OF SELECTION. 

To each of the diseases or forms of injury which have 
been under our consideration we have applied three tests 
in compliance with the provisions and intention of the 
Workmen’s Compensation Act. 

(i.) Is it outside the category of accidents and 
diseases already covered by the Act? 

(ii.) Does it incapacitate from work for a period ot 
more than one week, which is the minimum period for 
which compersation is payable under the Act? 

(iii.) Is it so specific to the employment that the 
causation of the disease or injury by the employment 
can be established in individual cases ! 

(i.) The question of the proper line of demarcation 
between “accidents,” which are already included in the 
Act, and “diseases” which might properly be added to 
its schedule, has arisen several times in the course of 
our inquiry. We have had to consider, for example, 
many forms of poisoning by gaseous fumes. They can- 
not «ll be left in the category of accidents. In some 
cases, in which compensation should clearly be payable, 
the symptoms occur through the exposure of the work- 
man tothe noxious fumes during a considerable period; 
and though this exposure may sometimes be due to some 
detinite mistake in the process of manufacture, in other 
cases no exceptional] cause can be assigned with certainty. 
The Courts could not hold in such circumstances that the 
man’s illness was due to an “accident,” and it would be 
necessary to schedule it as an industrial “ disease.” On 
the other hand they cannot all be placed in the category 
of diseases. Cases in which men are suddenly asphyxia- 
ted by some poisonous gas, evolved in a mine explosion, 
for example, or released by the bursting of a vessel—to 
class these, even if the consequences be deferred or pro- 
tracted, as “ diseases” and not as “accidents” would be 
to do violence to the ordinary use of language. The 
same difficulty presents itself with respect to many kinds 
of muscular strains and internal lesions. It is necessary 
to find some dividing line. 

The question is complicated by the fact that the 
Courts have held that anthrax, which is ordinarily re- 
garded as a disease, may be the consequence of an acci- 
dent within the meaning of the Workmen’s Compensa- 
tion Act ; while Parliament, wishing perhaps to include 
beyond doubt all cases of anthrax, has since named it in 
the schedule of diseases. 

In the dicta of the Law Lords while giving judgment 
in cases where this point was raised, we find in all defi- 
nitions of the term “accident” some such phrase as 
“ unlooked-for mishap,” “unintended occurrence,” or 
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“ untoward event.” Compelled, as we have been, to fix 
a boundary, we have necessarily been led by these ex- 
pressions of authority to regard as the results of “acci- 
dent those symptoms which are due to a “mishap,” an 

occurrence, or an “event ”—that is to say, toa cause 
which operates at a definite moment of time—and_ to 
regard as “diseases” or as “injuries not being injuries 
by accident” those which cannot be attributed to a cause 
of that character. 

(ii.) The second condition—that the disease or injury 
should be such as to incapacitate from work for a period 
of at least a week—is adopted for obvious reasons and 
presents little difficulty. [t excludesa very few ailments 
some of them transitory in their effects, such as “ brass. 
founders’ ague,” some, like the deafness prevalent among 
boilermakers, of a chronic nature, but not such as to pre- 
vent the workmen from continuing at their trade. 

(iii.) The third condition requires the disease or injury 
to be specific to the employment. Many diseases may 
be regarded as trade diseases, and rightly so regarded, 
because they are known to be specially prevalent among 
the workers in particular industries ; but they may not 
be specific to the trade, since they may frequently, 
althongh more seldom, attack persons engaged in other 
occupations. Bronchitis, for example, is a trade disease 
among flax-workers ; a larger proportion of that class 
suffer from it than of other people ; but it is not specific 
to the employment, for numbers of persons who are not 
flax-workers contract it also. Unless there is some 
symptom which differentiates the bronchitis due to dust 
from the ordinary type, it is clearly impracticable to in- 
clude it as a subject of compensation ; for no one can 
tell, in any individual case, whether the flax-worker with 
bronchitis was one of the hundreds of persons in the 
town whose bronchitis had no connection with dust irri- 
tation, or whether he was one of the additional tens or 
scores of persons whose illness was due to that cause. To 
ask a court of law to decide would be to lay upon it an 
impossible task. If the workman were required to prove 
his case, he might be able to show that a larger percen- 
tage of his trade suffered from bronchitis than of the 
rest of the population, but he could never show that he 
himself was a unit in the excess, and not in the normal 
part, of that percentage. If it were the employer who 
was required to disprove a claim, he could rarely, if 
ever, show that the workman did not contract the illness 
through his employment, and he would be compelled to 
compensate not only those labourers whose bronchitis 
had a trade origin, but also all those whose bronchitis 
was in no degree an industrial disease. We gather from 
the debates in Parliament that it was a recognition of 
this necessity of some means of deciding in individual 
cases whether or not the disease was due to the employ- 
ment, which decided the Legislature not to open the 
door to claims from workmen suffering from any disease, 
as the door is open to claims on the score of any acci- 
dent, but to proceed by way of scheduling those diseases 
which can, in any given case, be differentiated as due to 
the special conditions of a trade. The Committee then 
considered in detail the following diseases and injuries : 


I.— Forms of Powsoning. 


Nitro and Amido-derivatives of Benzene ; Carbon 
bisnlphide ; Naphtha; Carbonic Oxide; Nitrous Fumes; 
Arseniuretted Hydrogen ; Sulpburetted Hydrogen ; 
Sodium Cyanide and other Cyanogen Compounds ; 
Nickel Carbonyl ; Potassium Chlorate ; Handling Lead 
and Arsenic Compounds; “ Brassfounders’ Ague~ ; 
Brass Poisoning ; African Boxwood. 


11—Diseases of the Skin, ete. 


Chrome Ulceration ; Other forms of, Uleerati n and 
Erosion of the Skin; Chrysoidine Poisoning ; Pitch 
Ulceration ; Chimney-sweeps’ Cancer ; Mange. 


Diseases. 

_Nystagmus ; Bottlemakers’ Cataract Injury to the 
Eyes from Repeated Impact of Fragments of Metal ; 
Injury to the Eyes from Electrie Welding. 

IV.—Diseases of the Respiratory System. 
Bronchitis ; “Slag Congh”; Pneumonia; Phthisis 
and Pulmonary Fibrosis. 


V.-—Miscellaneous. 


Gilanders ; “Grease” ; Compressed Air [ness Dila- 
tation of the Heart ; Neurosis due to Vibration: Din- 
ing-car Attendants Diseases ; Anwmia among Photo- 
graphic Workers ; Diseases among Night-soil Men. 

V1.—Injuries not due to Accident. 
“Beat hand”; “Beat Knee” and “Beat Elbow” : 


Sprained Wrist and Teno-synovitis; “ Housemaid’s 

Knee”; Hernia; Boilermakers’ Deafness. 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 


Our recommendations may perhaps be summarised 
mo t conveniently in the shape of a tabulated list, fol- 
lowing the form which was adopted in the Third Sche- 

dule of the Workmen’s Compensation Acts. If our pro- 
posals are accepted, the additions to that schedule might 
be framed as follows : 

Deseription of Disease.--Descriplion of Process. 
Poisoning by nitro and amido-derivates of benzene 
(dinitro-benzol, anilin and others), or its sequel. 

Any process involving the use of a nitro or amido 

derivative of benzene, or its preparations or compounds 
Poisoning by carbon bisulphide or its sequel. 

Any process involving the use of carbon bisulphide, or 

its preparations or compounds. 
Poisoning by nitrous fumes or its sequel, 

Any process in which nitrous fumes are evolved. 
Poisoning by nickel carbonyl or its sequel. 

Any process in which nickle carbony! gas is evolved. 
Arsenic poisoning or its sequel. 

Handling of arsenic, or its preparations or compounds, 
Lead poisoning or its sequels. 

Handling of lead, or its preparations or compounds. 
Poisoning by Gonioma Kamassi (African box wood) or 
its sequel. 

Any process in the manufacture of articles from 

Gonioma Kamassi (African boxwood). 

Chrome ulceration or its seqnele. 

Any process involving the use of chromic acid or bi- 

chromate of ammonium, potassium, or sodium, or their 

preparations. 
Eezematons ulceration of the skin produced by dust or 
caustic or corrosive liquids, or ulceration of the mucous 
membrane of the nose or mouth produced by dust. 
Epitheliomatous cancer or ulceration of the skin or of 
the corneal surface of the eye, due to pitch, tar, or tarry 
compounds. 

Handling or use of pitch, tar, or tarry compounds 

Scrotal epithelioma (chimney-sweeps cancer). 
Chimney-sweeping. 
Nystagmus. 
Mining. 


Glanders. 
Care of any equine animal suffering from glanders ; 


handling the carcase of such animal. 


Compressed air illness or its sequela. 

Any process carried on in compressed air. 
Subcutaneous cellulitis of the hand (beat hand). . 
Subcutaneous cellulitis over the patella (miners’ beat 
knee). 

Mining. 
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Acute bursitis over the elbow (miners’ beat elbow). 
Inflammation of the synovial lining of the wrist joint 
and tendon sheaths. 
Mining. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

Glanders.—Persons, whose occupation brings them 
into contact with horses, asses, or mules, sometimes be- 
come affected by the disease of glanders, to which these 
animals are liable. The death returns published by the 
Registrar General show that during the last twenty 
years about four deaths annually have been due to this 
cause. In the horse two forms are recognised, “ glan- 
ders ” and “ farcy,” the former of which is characterised 
by discharge from the nostrils, the litter by the forma- 
tion of nodules and abscesses in tl e skin and swellings 
along the course of the lymphatic vessels, termed “ farey 
buds.” In man the symptoms may be acute, with 
development first of a characteristic eruption on the 
body, and accompanied later by discharge from the nasal 
passages ; or they may assume a chronic form. The 
disease is caused by a bacillus, bacillus mallei, present 
in the discharges, and although the symptoms of the 
disease clinically are fairly definite, diagnosis can always 
be verified by discovery of the bacillus. Knackers who 
deal only with the carcase of a glandered animal rarely 
contract the disease, because the bacilli are practically 
confined to the lesions and to the discharges from them, 
and the hands of the knackers are not usually brought 
into contact with the discharges at all. But it would be 
clearly an occupation disease if it occurred in a man 
either having the care or handling the carcase of an 
equine animal infected with the disease, and we recom- 
mend that it should be added to the schedule. 


REMOVAL OF DISEASED PIGS TO 
WIGTOWNSHIRE. 
ENGLISH DEALERS HEAVILY FINED. 


A case of special interest to farmers, in view of the 
frequent outbreaks of swine fever in the county during 
the past two years, occupied the attention of a full bench 
of Justices for over seven hours in Stranraer Court on 
Tuesday—Mr. Stair M‘Harrie, Rephad, presiding. The 
seats in the body of the court were occupied by local 
agriculturists and others. 

The complaint set forth that Mortimer Medcalf, 
farmer, Copthall, parish of Saffron Walden, Essex, 
England, having, as owner of the swine after-mentioned 
made, on 15th February and 22nd February, 1907, re- 
spectively, at Copthall farm, the following declarations 
under the provisions of the Swine Fever (Regulation of 
Movement) Order, 1903, article (1) (2), made by the 
Board of Agriculture in virtue of the Diseases of Ani- 
mals Act, 1894, in order to obtain licenses for the move- 
ment of swine into the County of Wigtown, which was 
and is a scheduled area under the Order, and the Order 
of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, dated 21st 
April, 1906, viz.:—(1) A declaration, dated 15th Feb- 
ruary, 1907, with respect to five pigs ; (2) a declaration, 
dated 15th Febrnary, 1907, with respect to 12 pigs ; and 
(3) a declaration, dated 22nd February, 1907, with respect 
to four pigs—each of the declarations being false, in so 
far as it deciared, as to the best of the declarants’ know- 
ledge and belief, the swine mentioned therein were not 
affected with swine fever, and had not, during a period 
of 28 days preceding the date of the declarations, been in 
any way exposed to the influences of swine fever,the truth 
being that the animals had been during that period in 
the declarants’ possession at Copthall farm, where swine 
fever for some time previously existed, and had been 
thus exposed to the influence of fever; ard he and 
Harry Coe, pig dealer, Saffron Walden, acting in concert, 


and well knowing the falseness of the declarations, did, 
between 15th February, 1907, and 28th February, 1907, 
with intent to unlawf aly evade the Swine Fever (Regu- 
lation of Movement) Order, transmit the false declara- 
tions by post to Andrew White, pig dealer, Stranraer 
(who received them), for the purpose of being used as 
genuine in obtaining movement licenses in respect of 
them, and did through and by the hands of Andrew 
White and of James White, his son, or one or other of 
them, utter the said false declarations. 

Accused, who pleaded not guilty, were defended by 
Mr. H. M. Lathom, solicitor, Luton, and Mr. W. M. 
Kelly, solicitor, Stranraer; while Mr. J. M. Rankin, 
Procurator Fiscal, conducted the prosecution. 

Mr. Kelly stated an objection on the ground that the 
Court at Stranraer had no jurisdiction. The offence had 
been committed by accused in Essex, and he held that 
accused should have been brought before the Court at 
Saffron Walden. They had been put to the expense of 
coming 400 miles to answer this complaint, while the 
alleged false declarations had been made in England. 
The competent authority was in England. 

The Fiscal pointed out that the Court in Stranraer was 
the only competent Court to try the case. 

The Bench repelled the objection. 

The first witness called was Constable A. Smith, 
Saffron Walden, who deponed that three certificates 
under the Swine Movement Order, bearing to be the 
declaration of Mortimer Medcalf, Copthall Farm, had 
been presented to him by Medcalf for signature, two on 
15th and one on 22nd February. Witness counter- 
signed the certificates, accused stating that he wanted 
them for the purpose of sending pigs into Wigtownshire. 
Accused declared the declaration to be true. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Kelly: Witness did not go 
ont to the farm to make an independent enquiry, as both 
panels were well known to him. Medealf had remarked 
to witness that he could go out to the farm to inspect 
the pigs, but witness did not take advantege of it. 

Re-examined : He relied upon Mr. Medcalf’s declara- 
tion, as Medcalf had assured him that it was correct. 
That was the universal pr-ctice, as they proceeded on 
the assumption that a declaration by a respectable man 
whom they knew was true. 

The Chairman: Would you know swine fever if 
you saw it? 

Witness: No; I would not. (Laughter.) He had 
often signed similar declarations for accused and for 
Coe, who was also a large pig dealer. Both were ex- 
perienced men in the pig trade. 

Cross-examined: When Medcalf handed him the 
declarations witness had no doubt regarding their 
bona fides. 

Constable Thorgood, also stationed at Saffron Walden, 
said that on Friday, 8th March, he went out to Cop- 
thall Farm, accompanied by Constable Crickmore. 
Superintendent Halestone was also there. They went 
into the garden adjoining the farm and found three 
small pigs buried there. They also exhumed three sows 
and five store pigs. He had occasion to go back to the 
premises, and found in a small shed two live store 
pigs, looking very ill, obvionsly suffering from disease 
of some kind. He communicated that information to 
Superintendent Halestone. On that date the veterinary 
inspector for the Board of Agriculture examined these 
pigs and the ones which had been exhumed. 

Mr. Kelly said this was not competent evidence. The 
alleged false declarations had nothing to do with the 
sows that had been buried. He objected to the witness’ 
examination on this point. 

The Fiscal said he was undertaking to prove that the 
accused had made a false declaration to the effect that 
the pigs sent into Wigtownshire had never been exposed 
to infection of swine fever. He was going to prove 
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that swine fever was rampant in accused’s premises at 
the time specified. 

Mr. Kelly asked the Berfch to note his objection 

The Chairman: We must know if swine fever real] 
existed at the farm. y 

Mr. Young: And we also want to know whether the 
declarations were true or false. 

Witness, proceeding, said he saw the inspector of the 
Board of Agriculture examining the pigs, and heard him 
say to Medcalf that the pigs examired suffered from 
swine fever and that those left were still suffering. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Lathom : He could not say for 
certain how en ee were killed by the inspector. 

Re-examined : Medcalf and Coe had been convicted 
at Saffron Walden Court, on 23rd March, for failing to 
give notice to the authorities of the existence of swine 
fever. 

Superintendent Halestone, Saffron Walden, sail he 
recollected visiting, on 8th March, Copthall Farm 
which was situated about three-quarters of a mile from 
Saffron Walden. They found some small pigs and a 
sow very much decomposed, in a dung heap. Medealf 
informed them that he had been losing some pigs and he 
had just buried them there. The pigs were examined 
by Mr. T. F. Hall, loca! veterinary inspector, and the 
defendent Medcalf was present when they were cut up. 
The inspector said in the presence of Medcalf that the 
pigs had died of swine fever. 

Mr. Kelly objected to any evidence being led as to 
what Inspector Hall bad said in another case. 

The Fiscal: I never asked the witness what Hall said. 
You are much too sharp. You do not wait till we tum- 
ble down ; you pick us up before we fall (Laughter). 
Your help is not necessary. 

Examination continued : When the pigs were opened 
in his presence, Medcalf said he had never seen swine 
fever before. Ata later period of the day witness and 
Inspector Westgate of the Board of Agriculture found 
tive store pigs and three sows exhumed in the garden. 
Some of the pigs were decomposed. Medcalf stated 
that some of them had been buried five weeks. 

Cross-examined : [t was on 28th March that Copthall 
farm was declared an infected area. Accused said he 
was not acquainted with swine fever, although he had 
been brought up amongst pigs all his life. There was 
no ill-feeling between the police and Mr. Medcalf. 

Mr. Kelly: Would you now when a pig was infected 
with this infernal disease ! 

The Fiscal: I suppose it’s internal you mean? (Laugh- 
ter). 
a continued : He had come to the 
conclusion that there was something radically wrong 
with the pigs. Accused said the illness of the animals 
was to be attributed to the eating of frosted turnips. 

Mr. Westgate, veterinary inspector of the Board of 
Agriculture, residing in Peterborough, said he had charge 
of the Saffron Walden district of the County of Essex. 
On 8th March he received instructions from the Board 
of Agriculture to proceed to Copthall Farm. He went 
there along with Superintendent Halestone. He found 
the carcases of swine, some of which had been exhumed, 
while others were exhumed when he was there. He 
examined those which were not too far decomposed— 
two sows and four store pigs. Afterwards he saw five 
live store pigs, and caused them to be slaughtered, as 
they presented a suspicious appearance. He dissected 
eleven carcases altogether, and found that all the animals 
had suffered from old-standing swine-fever. The lesions 
of the disease were well-marked. From the post-mor- 
tem examination he judged that the fever had existed 
for a period of three months. In order to confirm his 
post-mortem examination, he abstracted certain parts of 
the viscera of the animals and submitted them to the 
analyst of the Board of Agriculture. The certificate pro- 
duced confirmed the diagnosis. Medcalf, who was 


killed. S had died, while others had been 

Cross-examined by Mr. Latham: He examined six of 
the pigs which had been already buried. [t had bee 
said that they could 
“A not get external evidence of the 

sease, Du iffered from that. He had seen pigs 
suffering from swine fever live for three months. ‘The 
pigs referred to had died from chronic swine fever. 

_Re-examined : If Medcalf had pigs ill and dying on 
his place it was his (witness’s) opinion that this was 
sufficient to lay upon accused the duty of disclosing the 
existence of disease amongst his stock. He had only 
followed the usual practice in sending the viscera of the 
carcases to the Board of Ag:iculture. He had no doubt 
regarding the result of his own examination. Medecalf 
said that Welsh, the veterinary surgeon, had seen the 
pigs referred to, and informed him that they were suffer- 
ing from pneumonia, but no post-mortem had been made 
by Welsh. Witness’s duty was concerned only with pig 
disease, and his experience ranged over a large number 
of counties in England. 

Andrew White, pig dealer, St. Andrew Street, Stran- 
raer, said he had had extensive dealings with Coe in 
regard to the importation of swine into this county. He 
described the system of importation. Shown the three 
d: clarations, dated 15th July, and ove on 22nd February, 
all bearing to be signed by Mr. Mortimer Medealf, wit- 
ness stated that he or his son had presented each of these 
declarations to the police at Stranraer for the purpose 
of getting licenses, and the licenses, duly signed by the 
different constables, were transmitted to Coe. When he 
received these declarations through the post he believed 
them to be, and treated them as, genuine. The pigs 
mentioned in the licenses, on arrival at Stranraer, were 
a by witness to the different places named in 
the licenses. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Kelly : He had been dealing 
for three years with Coe. During the first year he had 
received from Coe 1200 pigs, in the second year 2400, 
and in the third 2800, and in January and February of 
this year 900. He had never received any pigs from Coe 
which were not in good order. He could not identify 
Medcalf’s pigs from the others in the consignment. Wit- 
ness could not say whether the disease that subsequently 
broke out at Garthland Mains might have been trans- 
mitted by pigs other than Mr. Medcalf’s. 

James White, son of the previous witness, deponed 
that he was accustomed to take declarations to the police 
office and obtain licenses. The three licenses granted 
by Sergt. Thompson and Constables Gillies and M’Coll, 
were granted on the faith of the declarations. He gave 
the licenses to his father, who sent thei to Coe, and he 
(the witness) believed that they were genuine and true 
declarations which he on these dates gave to the police. 

Samuel Brown, foreman goods porter, Great Eastern 
Railway, Saffron Walden, deponed that he recollected 
dispatching various lots of pigs consigned by Coe, and 
that the consignee in each was A. White, Stranraer. 

David Clive, goods foreman, Stranraer Station, pro- 
duced railway invoices to show that the pigs were con- 
signed to Stranraer. They were accompanied by licen- 
ses, and he saw all the licenses covering the number of 
pigs that arrived. ; 

Robert Simpson, dairyman, Garthland Mains, Sagennt 
that in the month of February last he got a number of 
pigs under licenses from White. After they arrived 
there was an outbreak of swine fever, which occurred 
among a lot which he knew came from England. 

John Clark, farmer, Clachan, Kirkcolm, also deponed 
to getting a number of pigs from White. They were 
conveyed from the railway station In his own carts, and 
about eight days after there was an outbreak of swine 


fever. 
John Gibson, dairywan, East Galdenoch, Stoneykirk, 
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deponed to getting a lot of pigs in February. He knew 
that they came by rail. Ten or twelve days after they 
arrived swine fever broke out and Galdenoch was de- 
clared as a swine fever infected place. 

Sergeant Thompson and Constable Gillies, Bracken- 
ridge, and M‘Call, Stranraer, and Constable Drysdale, 
Kirkcolm, were shown the licenses for the removal of 
pigs from Saffron Walden, which they granted on pre- 
sentation of the declaration by James White. 

Mr. Rankin, the Fiscal, put in the various documents 
produced by the witnesses, and also the Order in Coun- 
cil respecting the removal of swine, and closed the case 
for the prosecution. 

Evidence was then led for the defence, the first wi. ness 
being one of the accused. 

Mr. Mortimer Medcalf deponed that for three years 
he had farmed for himself, and dwing that period he 
had bred pigs. He practically sold Coe all his pigs. 
They did not act in partnership, but sold out and out. 
He did not know, prior to 8th March, that swine fever 
was on his farm. Coe saw the pigs a day or two before 
he signed the declarations. Coe bought the whole yard 
of pigs—21—-and paid him 32s. per head. The pigs were 
left a month before he knew anything was wrong. 

Cross-examined: The sow that was buried in the field 
was not examined. The epidemic first began on 3rd 
February, and he called in Welsh the next day. Welsh 
said the animal affected on that occasion was suffering 
from pneumonia. The other animals were then found 
to be all right. There was illness on his farm before he 
signed the declarations. It never occurred to him that 
it would be a prudent thing to enquire as to the nature 
of the illness before signing the declarations on 15th 
February. He felt justified in going forward as Welsh, 
the veterinary surgeon, had expressed the opinion that 
the disease was pneumonia. The illness among the pigs 
progressed bet» een 18th February and 22nd February, 
and yet he made the thir? declaration on 22nd Febru- 
ary that the pigs were all right. He was aware that it 
was his duty to disclose to the authorities that there was 
illness among his pigs. He did not know why he had 
been convicted for failing to give notice regarding the 
pe rp of swine fever in the stock. He had sold all 

is pigs to Coe during the past three years. Coe was 
frequently at his premises, and Coe was sometimes there 
in February. 

Mr. Young: It is a most unusual thing when a sow 
dies to kill the small pigs. There is such a thing as an 
artificial mother. 

Witness said he had tried to bring them up, but they 
died. Besides, it entailed a great amount of trouble. 

Henry Francis Coe said he dealt in pigs in very large 

uantities. He always bought his pigs from Medcalf at 
air prices. 

Cross-examined : Medcalf did not tell him in Febru- 
ary that there had been any deaths among his stock, and 
he would have bought no pigs then had he known. He 
got the two declarations from Medcalf on 15th February. 

Re-examined : He made no inquiries. He was per- 
fectly satisfied with the declarations. He would not be 
likely to be so foolish as to cut the throat of his good 
business with White by sending pigs into Wigtownshire 
about which he had any suspicions. He had been six 
or seven years in business and had never been charged 
with such an offence before. He had been convicted at 
Saffron Walden for not reporting pigs being ill, but the 
charge then was in connection with pigs other than those 
they were concerned with that day. 

Percy Welsh, Saffron Walden, said he had been veteri- 
nary inspector for the Board of Agriculture and for the 
County Council. He was sent for on 3rd February by 
Medcalf to examine a mare at Copthall farm. He also 
saw a sow that had given birth to a litter prematurely, 
and as the pig was not likely to have milk, = suggested 
that. it vo | the small pigs should be killed. He had 


every reason to believe that Medcalf acted on his advice. 
Witness saw nosymptoms of swine fever in that animal. 

Cross-examined: On 3rd February his attention at 
Copthall farm was directed solely to the sow and young 
pigs. He was not asked to examine the stock generally. 
He could not speak as to the state of the other animals 
on that date. They, however, appeared perfectly 
healthy. He did not examine them with the view of 
judging as to whether they were free from disease. He 
believed that Westgate, inspector of the Board of Agri- 
culture, was a man of experience, and that he devoted 
himself entirely to the supervision of pig cases. Wit- 
ness’s practice was a mixed one. He admitted that if 
the animals had the fever badly there would be external! 
symptoms. If he were called in and saw those symp- 
toms he would suspect swine fever, and make sure by 
post-mortem. His knowledge of the state of the stock 
on 3rd February was confined to the sow and small pigs, 
and from what he knew there might have been a number 
of pigs on the farm on that date showing external 
symptoms of swine fever. 

Re-examined : Mr. Medcalf had told him that several! 
pigs had died from eating frosted turnips. 

This concluded the evidence. 

The Bench, after an absence of a few minutes, returned 
to the Court, and Mr. M‘Harrie intimated that they had 
found Medealf guilty, «nd in regard to the charge against 
Coe, not proven. Mr. M‘Harrie said the Bench took a very 
serious view of the offence, and they proposed to impose 
a substantial penalty, in the hope that it would act not 
only as a warning to the party concerned, but also to 
others engaged in sending in pigs to this county. Great 
loss had been occasioned in this district very recently 
through the importation of diseased pigs, and, as far as 
lay in the power of the Court, it anal do its utmost to 
prevent the introduction of such a very serious disease 
as swine fever. In this case the fine would be £2 for 
eich pig, or £42 in all, with the alternative of one 
month’s imprisonment. 

The fine was paid. 


ANOTHER SEVERE SENTENCE. 


In Stranraer J.P. Court, on Wednesday. June 6—Mr. 
Stair M‘Harrie presiding—Harry Francis Coe, pig dealer, 
Saffron Walden, Essex, was charged with having be. 
tween 17th and 21st February, 1907, moved, or caused, 
directed, or permitted, the removal of 17 swine from 
Saffron Walden to Garthland Mains (a scheduled area 
under the Swine Fever Regulation Movement Order ot 
the Board of Agriculture, dated 21st April, 1906), etc., 
etc., without a movement license granted in that behalf, 
contrary to the Swine Fever (Regulation of Movement) 
Order of 1903, whereby accused was liable in a fine not 
exceeding £5 for each of the animals. Mr. J. M. 
Rankin, P.-F., prosecuted. 

Mr. W. M. Kelly, solicitor, Stranraer, who appeared 
on behalf of accused, raised the same plea of want ot 
jurisdiction as had been raised by him in the case tried 
the previous. day. 

Mr. Rankin having replied, the Court repelled the 
objection. 

Mr. Kelly then pleaded guilty on behalf of accused. 
The facts of the case, he said, were as follows :— On 19th 
February Mr. White required a ccnsignment of 61 pigs 
to be forwarded to Wigtownshire, and these pigs had 
been got from several places in Essex. The declarations 
for these pigs and the licenses had been obtained, and 
it was in regard to 17 of the animals from one farm that 
the prosecution had arisen. These pigs had _ been 
bought for him by a Mr. Wright, who was in court that 
day, and they were sent to the station. Accused, how- 
ever, discarded them as they were too small. In order 
to complete his consignment accused substituted 17 out 


of 20 pigs which he had purchased at another farm and 
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despatched them with the license for the discarded pigs. 
These pigs were in a very healthy condition. Accused 
had not the time necessary to obtain a declaration 
license for the 17 pigs before the despatch of the con- 
signment. After all it was a pure formality getting 
these declarations signed by the police. 

Mr. John M‘Caig objected to such a statement. 

Mr. Kelly: Whenever a person applies for a declara- 
tion he gets it. At the same time, I have no intention 
of arguing that accused did not commit an offence 
according to the Act. 

Mr. D. A. M‘Clew: You are attempting to depreciate 
the value of the licenses and declarations, and the 
Bench decidedly object to that. . 

Mr. Kelly : What [submit is, that there would have 
been no difficulty in obtaining the necessary declara- 
tions and licenses for the 17 pigs referred to. It was 
merely want of time that prevented accused from get- 
ting the declarations and license in that case, and as the 
pigs appeared to be perfectly healthy he considered 
that he would be doing no wrong by including them in 
the consignment. 

Mr. M‘Caig: [t seems to me that nothing short of a 
fraud was committed in presenting a license purporting 
to refer to these 17 pigs imported into this county, while 
the license covered another lot of pigs altogether. 

Mr. Ketty: Accused merely substituted larger and 
better pigs in order to please the customer. He made 
a mistake and he has to suffer. 

Mr. M‘Caig: These declarations and licenses are the 
only means through which the stock of farmers in this 
county can be protected, and if they are false then our 
protection is taken away. 

Mr. Ketty: In this case no person suffered from 
these 17 pigs being sent into this county, as they were 
perfectly healthy. 

The Chairman: That has nothing to do with the 
offence. 

Mr. Kelly: You must take the surrounding facts into 
account. I have stated the actual facts, and they are 
such I hope as will lead your Honours not to take such 
such a serious view of the case as was done yesterday. | 
think Mr. Coe has taken a wise course in admitting an 
offence, and he is very sorry that it was committed. 

The Fiscal said that one was always glad to welcomea 
statement made in mitigation of the offence to which an 
accused person pleaded guilty, and it was possible from 
the point of view of the prosecution to concur in any 
statement of fact made by defending connsel ; but he 
was sorry to say that he conld hardly do so regarding the 
facts submitted by Mr. Kelly. These did not tally with 
the information npon which the case was founded, and 
which would have been laid before the Court in the 
shape of evidence if accused had not pleaded guilty. It 
might have had a very salutary effect if the ways and 
methods of these dealers bad received public 1 otice in 
that public Court. He differed from Mr. Kelly in regard 
to a number of the statements made tending to mitigate 
the seriousness of the offence. In the first place he (the 
Fiscal) was in possession of no evidence to show that 
there was any pressure on accused in any way to do 
this thing. According to his information, what accused 
did do was this :—After Wright purchased the first lot 
of pigs he got a perfectly honest declaration from the 
seller, Mr John Franklin, Little Canfield Hall, who was 
a man of high character anda magistrate. That declara- 
tion was duly transmitte! and a license obtained. In 
the meantime, however, Mr. Coe went to see the pigs at 
Franklin’s farm, but as he was not pleased with the bar- 
gain made by Wright he bought other 20 igs at 
Gifford’s farm, Great Sandford. No declaration was 
asked for those pigs which vere lifted trom the farm, 
and 17 of them taken to the railway station and put 
into the consignment for Wigtownshire. 1 hese pigs 
came into this county with the declaration referring to 


the pigs from the first-mentioned farm. He (the Fiscal) 
could not regard such an action as an innocent one, He 
was sorry his friend had compelled him to enter into 
these particulars regarding the offence, which he thought 
was fully worse than the one which came before their 


Honours the previous day. He could only characterise 


it as a plain, unmitigated swindle. 

Mr. Lathom said there was no idea on the part of 
accused to commit a deliberate fraud. What he had 
done was done in a spirit of thoughtlessness in trying to 
fulfil an order, and for the offence committed he tendered 
a full apology to their Honours. He assured their 
Honours that Mr. Kelly had no intention of underesti- 
mating the value of the declarations and licenses, and 
they both fully recognised the protection which these, 
if honestly used, afforded the farmers in the country. 
He asked their Honours to take into consideration the 
expense which would be incurred by accused irrespective 
of any fine which they might impose. Accused promised 
to use the utmost care in future in conducting his busi- 
ness, and he asked their Honours to deal with him as 
leniently as possible. 

The Bench then retired for a few minutes, On their 
return, 

The Chairman said they considered the case even more 
serious than the one tried in that Court the previous 
day ; but in view of the fact that accused had pleaded 
guilty they would impose the moditied fine of £2 10s. 
for each pig, or five weeks’ imprisonment. The Court 
at the same time wished to impress upon all pig dealers 
and those engaged in the importation of pigs into this 
county that in consequence of the serious loss that had 
been recently incurred here, they would deal even more 
severely with any similar case brought before them in 
future. His colleagues on the Bench had also asked 
him to express the pleasure which it gave them to wel 
come Mr. Lathom at that Court, and to compliment 
him on the fair and able manner in which he had con 
ducted the case for the defence. 

Mr. Lathom said he thanked Mr. M’Harrie most sin- 
cerely for his kind and flattering remarks. It was a 
kindness which was most gratifying to him, and he 
should cherish it as long as he lived. 

The fine was also paid in this case.—Galloway Free 


PLYMOUTH MEAT INSPECTION. 
MepicaL Orricer oF Heavru’s Repvorr. 


At a conference at Plymouth the Western Coun- 
ties Veterinary Medical Association passed a reso- 
lution which contained the allegation that diseased- 
meat was offered for sale. This resolution was 
forwarded to the Corporation, who called upon the 
Association to substantiate the charge if it applied 
to Plymouth. On behalf of the Association it was 
explained that the allegation referred to the country 
generally, and not to Plymouth specifically. The 
correspondence was referred to the Medical Officer 
of Health, with instructions to report on the in- 
spection of meat in the borough. 

Dr. F. M. Williams has submitted his report to 
the Markets Committee. Dealing first with the 
letters of the Association, he says :— 

“The first, dated 3rd December, 1906, encloses a 
resolution passed by a meeting of the Association held 
on November 22nd. The first part deals entirely with 
the principle of public abattoirs for the slaughter of 
beasts. This principle, I way say, has been advocated 
by yourselves and the Council for years past, and | 
think there can be no difference of opinion between 
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you in reference to this matter. The second part 
deals with qualified inspection of all meat intended 
for human food before and after slaughter. This is also 
a matter in which you and the Council are in accord 
with the Association, and which, I miay say, has been 
advocated by myself for many years, as you are 
aware. The next letter is one of April 3rd, 1907, in 
which they offer to bring 120 specific charges, not 
against any particular town, but, I presume, against 
the large urban centres generally. This I believe to be 
quite possible, knowing the inefficient methods adopted 
in many of these towns in our own counties. From a 
careful perusal of this letter, Iam of opinion that Ply- 
mouth was not especially selected, or intended to be 
selected, for the purpose of bearing this charge.” 


The Medical Officer of Health points out that if 
Plymouth had one large public abattoir, or even 
two, it would not prevent the introduction of diseased 
meat in the borough, since every butcher had a 
perfect right to buy from whom and where he 
pleased. He continues :— 


“Tn reference to meat passing through our whole- 
sale market. I might suggest that, in future, every 
questionable carcase received from without the borough, 
unless slaughtered in the municipal abattoir, should not 
be received or passed without the veterinary surgeon’s 
certificate as to its fitness for food. 

In reference to animals slaughtered while suffering 
from tuberculosis, I would suggest that your committee 
give instructions to myself and the inspector to refuse 
to examine or pass any such carcase if the lungs are 
detached from the animal, as I know from experience 
and information that the lungs from a healthy animal 
are at times substituted for those of one diseased. 

From the commencement of my holding office here 
it has been our practice to encourage the dealers to sub- 
mit all doubtful carcases to us for examination, rather 
than allow them to attempt to smuggle them into the 
town by any other channel, and so far I think this 
method has been a success.” 


As to the question of qualified inspection, Dr. 
Williams says :— 


“The office of head weigher and meat inspector and 
inspector of butchers’ shops is combined. During the 
busiest time of the day your inspector is employed at 
the scales instead of inspecting carcases passing throngh 
the market. As to the inspection of butchers’ shops, of 
which there are 200 in the borough, it is impossible for 
him to so efficiently supervise them as to prevent 
diseased or unsound meat being at times offered to the 
public for sale ; nor do I think that if you had five in- 
spectors for these shops you would altogether be able to 
prevent it, if the shopkeepers were dishonest enough to 
engage in this kind of trade. One of the difficulties in 
dealing with this matter is that only about one-half the 
total weight of meat consumed in the borough is slaugh- 
tered here, the other half being imported. Referring 
again to the duplicate duties of the inspector, I would 
suggest that his whole time be devoted to the inspection 
of meat in the market and of the butchers’ shops, and 
that another weigher be appointed. ; 

The resu!t of our present system of inspection 
means (the Medical Officer continues) the condemnation 
of an average of 35 tons of meat per annum, ofa value 
of £1,000. Of this quantity about half is tuberculous, 
of a market value of about £600. In reference to car- 
cases condemned on account of tuberculosis, I am 
strongly of opinion that some compensation should be 
made to the butchers for the loss entailed, and I think it 
would be well and helpful if the varions Councils in the 
country were to approach the Local Government Board 
on this question. [n conclusion, may I point out that the 


principle of public abattoirs for inspection of all animals 
prior to slaughter and of carcases prepared for sale has 
been advocated by myself for years and adopted by your 
committee and the Council, but the difficulties in carry- 
ing out what may appear to some an ideal system are 
many.” 

The report will be considered by the Markets 
Committee at their next meeting.—The Western 
Daily News. 


“ PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT.”—DENTISTS. 


In the Court of Appeal, before the Master of the Rolls, 
The President of the Probate, Divorce, and Admiralty 
Division, and Lord Justice Buckley. 


v. CLIFFORD. 


This was an appeal from a decision of Mr. Justice 
Warrington. The case raised a question of interest to 
dentists as to “ professional misconduct,” and as to the 
effect of an order of the General Medical Council under 
the Dentists Act, 1878. The facts were as follows :— 

The plaintiff was in partnership with one of the 
defendants, R. E. Clifford, as dentists. The partnership 
deed, which was dated October 18, 1905, contained a 
provision that if Mr. R. E. Clifford died, his brother, the 
other defendant, Isidore Clifford, was entitled to step 
into his shoes. By Clause 20, if either of the partners 
should at any time curing the continuance of the 
partnership be guilty of professional misconduct or any 
act calculated to bring discredit on or to injure the 
business, the other partner might by notice in writing 
determine the said indenture. The plaintiff alleged that 
the defendant had been guilty of “ professional miscon- 
duct” within the meaning of the partnership articles, 
and in justification of his notice tendered in evidence 
an order of the General Medical Council, acting under 
the Dentists Act, 1878, directing the Registrar to erase 
the name of the defendant from the Dentists’ Register. 
The facts properly proved or adinitted at the trial upon 
which the Medical Council had acted were as follows: 
In the year 1887 a company was incorporated under the 
Companies Act under the name of the American Dental 
Institute (Limited); the Cliffords were shareholders 
and directors of this company, which carried on a dental 
practice in various places in London and elsewhere. 
The company, to the knowledge of R. E. and Isidore 
Clifford, employed certain unregistered persons to attend 
patients and perform dental operations upon them ; 
some of these persons were proved to have on one or two 
occasions used the title of “doctor.” The company 
advertised by certain pamphlets which puffed the 
American methods in comparison with those of other 
practitioners. Mr. Justice Warrington held that neither 
the order of the Medical Council nor the report was ad- 
missible in evidence upon the issue whether the defen- 
dants had been guilty of “professional misconduct” 
within the meaning of the partnership articles, and that 
on the facts before him the defendants had not been 
guilty of the offence alleged, and he therefore dismissed 
the action. The plaintiff appealed. 


CLIFFORD v. TIMMs. 

This case is reported in The Times of January 28, 
and in 23 The Times Law Reports, 274. The slight 
differences in the facts between this case and “ Hill v. 
Clifford” are sufficiently stated in the judgment of the 
Master of the Rolls. In this case the defendant was 
the appellant. 

CLIFFORD v. PHILLIPS. 

This case is also reported, in the Court below, in The 

Times of January 28. The facts are stated in the 
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judgment of the Master of the Rolls. The defendant 
was, in this case also, the appellant. 

At the conclusion of the arguments on May 28 last 
their Lordships reserved their judgments. 

The Court to-day allowed the appeals. 

The Master of the Rolls : Although it will be neces- 
sary to deal separately with each of these three cases, 
there is one important point common to them all, which 
I think it desirable in the first instance to consider 
Messrs. Isidore and Ruby Clifford, being registered den- 
tists, entered into three separate partnerships with Hill 
Phillips, and Timms, for carrying on the profession or 
business of dentists, and the actions relate to the right 
of these three persons to determine the several partner- 
ships on the ground that the Cliffords have, under the 
provisions of the Dentists’ Act, 1878, been found guilty 
of conduct which was “ infamous or disgraceful in a pro- 
fessional respect,” and have thereupon been removed 
from the register of dentists. The question arises 
whether the order of the General Medical Council, 
acting under the powers conferred by the Medical Act, 
1858, and the Dentists’ Act, 1878, is to any and what 
extent evidence of profesional misconduct on the part 
of the Cliffords. Now the Medical Council is the body 
to which, and to which alone, is confided the power, and 
with the power the duty, of altering the status of a 
dentist by removing his name from the register. The 
language of Section 13 of the Act of 1878 is clear. By 
Section 15 the facts are to be ascertained by a com- 
mittee of the council, and the report of the committee 
is made conclusive as to the facts for the purpose of the 
exercise of the power by the council of erasing a name 
from the register. The consequences of removal of a name 
are set forth in Sections 3 and 5 of the Act. The person 
whose name is so removed cannot use the name or title 
of “dentist ” or “dental practitioner,” nor can he recover 
any fee or chirge for the performance of any dental 
operation or for dental attendance or advice. It is con- 
tended on behalf of the Cliffords that the order of the 
Medical Council is res inter alios acta and not admissible 
in evidence to prove that they were guilty of professional 
misconduct. Mr. Justice Warrington has adopted this 
contention ; but with all respect to the learned Judge, 
I cannot agree with this view. I think the order is ad- 
missible as evidence of the existence of conduct which 
was “infamous or disgraceful in a professional respect”; 
the proof of which fact was essential to the validity of 
the order of the General Council—see “ Harvey ». 
The King” (1901, A.C., 601, 611). It is by no means 
easy to find a satisfactory definition of a judgment 7” 
rem. In Smith’s Leading Cases it is defined as “an ad- 
judication pronounced, as its name indeed denotes, upon 
the status of some particular subject matter by a tri- 
bunal having competent authority for that purpose.’ 
There are, however, two classes of judgments in rem, one 
of which is conclusive against all the world, and the 
other of which is not conclusive, though admissible, in 
any other proceedings. Instances of the former class 
are adjudications by a competent Court as to the exist- 
ence of a marriage, or a condemnation of a prize in the 
Admiralty Court. A familiar instance of the second is 
an inquisition in lunacy, which has always been allowed 
to be read in a subsequent suit between third parties as 
evidence of the lunacy, though it is not conclusive and 
may be traversed ; see “ Sergeson v. Sealey.” 

In my opinion the order of the General Council 
should be treated on the same footing as an inquisition. 
Unless and until evidence to the contrary is given, the 
order suffices to prove that the Cliffords were guilty of 
statutory misconduct. No evidence was given by the 
Cliffords to rebut this prima facie evidence. I may add 
that I doubt whether it is competent to any Court to 
review a declaration by the General Council that an act 
of a particular kind is “ disgraceful conduct in a profes- 
sional respect,” even though it may be competent to re- 


view the decision that a certain individual has commit- 
ted an act of that particular kind. I prefer to base yy 
judgment on this general principle, although in the pre- 
sent case it might be sufficient to say that the Cliffords, 
by the mouth of their counsel, Mr. Warmington, ad- 
mitted speaking in their presence in the most formal 
manner “that they have been guilty, as has been found 
by the committee, of offences of professional miscon- 
duct,” and promised not to repeat these offences. It re- 
mains to consider the several cases. Hill’s partnership 
was created by a deed dated October 18, 1905, and it 
contained in clause 20a provision that if any partner 
should at any time during the continuance of the pert- 
nersitip be “ guilty of professional misconduct or of any 
act which is alsa to bring discredit upon or injure 
the business,” or should “ become incapable by reason of 
lunacy or otherwise to take his part in the management 
as the case may be of the business,” then either of the 
other of them might by notice in writing determine the 
partnership as from the date of sach notice. Under the 
earlier clauses of the deed, although Hill was the only 
partner who was bound to devote his time to carrying 
on the profession or business of dentists, the other part- 
ver had aright to take part in it. Ruby Clifford was 
in the first instance the only partner with Hill, but there 
were provisions under which Isidore Clifford would in 
certain events take his place. Hill shortly after the 
decision of the counsel on May 24, 1906, gave notice in 
writing to determine the partnership, and brought an 
action for the declaration that the notice was valid and 
that the partnership was determined, and for consequen- 
tal relief. 1n my opinion the notice was valid. I think 
the Cliffords were guilty of “ professional misconduct ” 
within the meaning of article 20, and that it is idle for 
a man who, in the language of Section 13 of the Act of 
1878, has been guilty of “disgraceful conduct in a pro- 
fessional respect,” to contend that he has not been 
guilty of “professional misconduct.” I think, further, 
that, by reason of the removal of their names from 
the Register, the Cliffords have become incapable of 
taking part in the management of the business. 
The partnership with Timms was created by a deed dated 
October 2, 1899. Clause 23 is substantially the same as 
the corresponding clause in Hill’s case, and | do not 
think it necessary to say anything more with reference 


:|toit. Timms gave a notice of dissolution which, for 


the reasons above stated, I think was valid. The result 
is that in my opinion the judgment appealed against 
must in each case be reversed. Judgment in Hill’s 
action must be given for the relief asked by the claim, 
and the two actions brought by the Cliffords against 
Phillips and Timms must be dismissed. The Cliffords 
must pay the costs in the Court below and in this Court 
of each action. 

Sir Gorell Barnes agreed that these appeals must be 
allowed. 

Lord Justice Kennedy read the written judgment of 
Lord Justice Buckley giving his reasons why he also 
concurred in thinking that all these appeals should be 
allowed. [Abstract from 7'/mes report. ] 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 
War Orrice, June 14. 

Army Veterinary Corrs.—Lieut. Tylney Haigh re- 
signs his commission. Dated 15th June, 1907. 

Captain M. St. G. Glasse has been transferred from 
Kildare to Fermoy, relieving Captain F. W. Hunt, who 
has been ordered to the Curragh for duty at the Station 
Veterinary Hospital. 

pee An 10. Andrews, Woolwich, will embark in 
ss. “ Wakanui” on July 2nd, to take veterinary charge 
of 600 horses en route to South Africa, and on arrival 
will remain in that country for duty. 


| 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
Foot- Glanders Rabies. Sh 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases cep] Swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out-| Ani- | Out- |} Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-}| Out- | Slaugh- 
breaks} mals. jbreaks mals. [breaks mals. Dogs. Other breaks. | tered * 
Gr.BRITAIN. Week ended June wl 17 | 19 10) 3 66 208 
19066 ..} 23 | 37 21. 1 27 | 105 
Corresponding week in {1905 ..] 15 | 25 26. 36 2 20, 62 
Total for 24 weeks, 1907 | 570 «773 429 1029 396 | 1204 5618 
1906 ..|487 729 519 967 283 576 2927 
Corresponding period in {1905 .. | 502 712 574 1018 643 37 1780 
{1904 .. | 504 789 692 1279 1050 718 3607 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, June 18. 1907. 
IRELAND. Week ended June8 }|_ -- | -- | 1 1 | 3 | 4 18 
1906 | 1 3 9 
Corresponding Week in { 1905 | 1 | és 3 72 
1904 3 17 65 
{ | 
Total for 23 weeks, 1907 - “i 1 3 | tis 162 61 1053 
1906 2/2] 1 | 1/ 3 10 | 142 34 | 461 
Corresponding period in 1905 2 2 | . iss 38 | 422 
1904 2 | 2 4 19 359 101 1416 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, June 13, 1907, 


Norg.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate onlv. 


*As Diseased or Exposed to Infecticn 


Funeral of Mr. W. Pallin. 


On Wednesday the remains of the late Mr. William 
Pallin, F.R.C.V.S., were laid to rest in the family burial 
ground at Ballysax, where so many sportsmen, many of 
world-wide fame, repose. The funeral, which was the 
largest seen in the district for years, took place from 
Athgarvan Lodge, Curragh Camp, a particularly mourn- 
ful feature of the procession being the marching of the 
deceased’s old hunter, draped in black, immediately 
behind the hearse. The wreaths were a most beautiful 
and choice collection. 

Among those present were : Capt.!Wm. Pallin, A.V.D.; 
Major Pallin, Mr. Farrar Pallin, A.V.C., mourners ; 


Captain W. F. Meiklejohn, V.C., D.A.A., and D.M.G., | 


5th Division, representing Major-General Sir Herbert 
Plumer, K.C.B., and Staff Fifth Division; Major 
Eassie, D.S.0., A.V.C.; Col. Hazleton, P.V.O., Irish 
Command ; Lieut.-Col. Raymond, A.V.C.; Col. Steel ; 


Prof. Mettam ; Messrs. Charles Allen, Wray, W. Coffey, the profession to which he has the honour to belong. 


Sport. (Dublin.) 


A PLEA FOR THE BUSY PRACTITIONER. 
Sir, 

Your editorial criticising a speech made by Sir John 
M‘Fadyean st the annual dinner and appearing in the June 
8th issue of The Veterinary Record is of much interest to all 
progressive practitioners. 

A post-graduate course is all very well, however, and to 
one who can spare the time to partake of the advantages 
of such a course it would be money well invested ; but how 
many of the best men of the present day can afford to sacri- 
fice their time to attend such a course—much as they may 
like to. Should local authorities appoint men who are hall 


marked by a post-graduate course only they must necessarily 
draw from a class possessing, I grant, a ground work of 
theory, but showing in most cases no worthy edifice of prac- 
tical knowledge, and as a consequence many, and often 
fatal, will be the blunders (to the detriment of the depart- 
ment) before the acme of practical perfection has been 
reached. I maintain, perhaps wrongly, that a practitioner 
who has kept himself abreast with the scientific trend of the 
age and been in practice for some years is a more competent 
and capable man than the inexperienced, newly qualified, 
post-graduate. 

I have no desire to belittle post-graduate courses, far from 
it; I would recommend them to anyone who has the time 
to make full use of them. 

When the time comes, as it surely shall, when local 
authorities will be obliged to increase the working sphere of 
their veterinary officers, the latter shall have increased 
responsibilities thrust upon them, and it will rest with each 
to prove himself worthy of the confidence which has been - 
reposed in him, and reflect through him creditably upon 


If local authorjties trust only to post-graduates then, I 
repeat, in most cases they are leaving the best men out. 
The public are the best critics and the best judges of the 
professional man, and if they are satisfied how can any local 
authority be dissatisfied. 

A practitioner doing from professional work alone £2000 a 
year must needs be a man of energy, ability, grit, professional 
capacity, and up-to-date, a tactician, and above all parties, 
sects, or factions ; moreover, he must be a busy man with 
his whole thoughts concentrated in his work: and although 
it may appear at first sight an anomaly nevertheless it is 
true to human nature; “if one desires a thing well and 
quickly done go the busy man.'’ For obvious reasons I 
write under a nom de plume and enclosa my card, subscribing 
myself ProvinctaL 
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